-» 


RO RP DEEEOTLITUUGCEP RT TT Oo EE "On TT Io 


A 
f a” : 4 "-. ; ws 
. w/Y . oO . Y . 


r 
A 
o 
»-S 


: 
: 
1 
' 


ich MS »0. 2% 


- 


-— 


WITHDRAWN FROM LIBRARY 


- 
—— 
> 


YG RAS 21/2 DUE SHA AERIAL CES 54 4% 2 OOF ACP OA LE III OOO 


ws I 
4» 
=. 
> 


STOICT 


Aqs, I, 11, 
—Ye men of Galilee, why ſtand 
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: To his 

* CENSURERS:. 
Rag Aim, by Religion, a 
Proteſtant ,and ſuch 
confide little in 
merit, and by Hu. 

| mour , a Stoick, 


and {uch are moſt 


a  1nconcerned in cen- 
ſures; Wherefore, as I intend to 


rival none of theſe who court fame, 
IT hope none of theſe will aſperſe me; 
and if I obtain truce from them, 1 
know none elſe will attaque me. 
The multitude ( which albeit it 
be ſaid to have many heads, yer, 
was ever known to have few brains) 
will doubtleſs condemn me for en- 


A 23 veighing 


" (4 NT 

: tid againſt yanity, whi'f Imy 
ſelf am ſo vain as to write: Rooks? J | 
and will pronounce me as ridiculous 
in this, as theſe Philoſophers were of 
old, wao denyed motion whilſt HG 
rongues mov'd in their cheek ; 
whom my return ſhall be, that os 
ing miny(even'ot {ach asT [ know will 
cedure me) be-myted in; the puddle 
of :er1or,, I-have,in this Bflay;; prote 
fer'd: them any. afſiſtance;, with TY 
lacention.,:nat toſhew my ſtrengt 
but.my compaſſian. I 2M no Top 
fool,2s to ſheiy theſe Philiftines th 
Sumpſons- lock wherein my ſt te 4 
dyes; which doybclefs!-cheif ceelsy 
would never {pare,  : 75 9% 

Others, who, by their. orqvity, 

{ ar ſerious dulnefs.) haverfliblimared| 
themelves abave the. rabbleg will 
poſi aly accuſe my Studies:of . adul- | 
t=iy , tor hugging contemplatians fb Jy 
.excentrick to my. .employment, ||| 
-Bur , theſe may: know, ;that. thr 
"WM x Papers 


, <5) _ 4.44 , ' 
Mpers ia bur che pairings of - 
thet Stad es, and becinſe they wer 
eh; have flung then our into the 
er£0 Neither ean I undeiſtend; 
Wit proves a Laivyer to be rermiſſe 
W his .imployment , that he' takes 
"KDureto reacha little kelebor which 
es by him; to ſuch poor petſonns; as 
Wcauſe of [their phanatick!' melan- 
Gioly ſtand mach -in need thereof. 
This diſcoorfe is intended ro be a 
MWediciie,and ſuch aever reliſh well 
br: reteive fommendation from 
heir pleaſtnrefle, but from their pro- 

£; and: are? not to be cenfured Þþ 

1eir caſte, butby'their operatiotr, - 
; There are many things in this 
mall Peece, which may {eem hete- 
odoxe to iuch as defit cn 07. and 
\ESvorſhip the Daze! of 'anthorized 
| F&radition; Yet,who Knows bur my 
#b | AA arch gots Fight , albeit it differ 
{{$ro0m the publick Clock of the City; 
ſpecially-where the fun of Righre- 
ers {Fuinels hath not, by pointing clear- 
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ly the dyal of Faith, declared which 
of the two is in the right, I ac 
knowledge the Church to' be 'm 

Mother; neither will I offer tc 
ſcratch out my Mothers eyes when 
they perceive my errors : yet, I be- 
lieve that a childe may differ from! 

his mothers judgement, in things 
wherein her honour is not concer-} 

ned: But, I will wed no opini? 

on without her conſent who is my} 

Parent , or, if I have wedded any 
it is in the power of the Church 
and it's Officials, to grant me ; 
divorce, I ſubmit my {elf and thi 
TraQat to her and their cenſures 
and deſires none to believe me or it 
buc in thele things only wherein] 
believe her agd chem, As for others 
fince I have.taken the liberty toi 

write, I were unmannerly if I re 


fuſed them, the liberty to cenfure ;J* 


and really $t pleaſes my humour, to 

ſee curres-bark' and ſnarle at what [ 

hold out to them, THE 
G, Mk, 


Friendly _ 
ADDRESSE 
To the 


ÞHAN-A:T:}.CK $ 
OfallSz cr ,and Sox's, | 


le mad-cap Z ealots 
| - of this bigot Age, 
intending to mount 
heaven,Elias-like, 
in Zeals fiery Cha- 

F riot,do, like fooliſh 

Phaeton , 20s only fall themſelves 

om their flaming ſeat , but by their 
furious over-driving , invelop the 

© wary in unquenchable "combuſtions ; - 
r Ted when they bave thus ſet the whole 
$3: 8 A Globe 
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Globe on a blaze, this they tearm 1 | 
new light, It is remarkable 3n\ 
Scriptare, that Jehu,who drove fu-| 
rionſly, and called up the Prophet| 
fo ſee what zeal he had for the "_ 
of God, was even at that inſtant, do-" 
ing it more wrong then ever was done | 
to it by unconcerntd Gallio, who flan- © 
tinely cared for none of thoſe things, | 
And that none of all the apoſtolick 


Conclave defired ever fire might rain Ji 


from above upon miſ-believers ; ex-\ 
cept the Sons of Lebedee, who im-| 
meaiatly thereafter , arrived at that| 
prich f vayity, as to deſire to ſit in 
heaven npon Chriſts right and left 
hand, And that Peter , who was | 
the firſt who did draw a ſword in his| 
Maſters quarrel , was likewayes the 
firſt who denyed him, Firy Zeal% 


blows ſoon np,ſuch combuſtible mater © 1 
as the Sons of Zebedet; and that. 


flaſh being ſpent aud eVAporat , a fall . 
follows,as befell Peter, As that bo-| 
ay | 


"Ry .” 

Jy 75 hardly careable , which enter- 
nn farns ſuch i[-ſuited neighbours as 
;-: cold Stomnch and 4 hote Liver 1 

© 50, the bodly of the wiſuble Charel 

may be now concluded to be in a ver) 
$4 tempered conditon, when it's Cha- 

b rity waxeth cold, and it's Zeal hot, 

Speyond what ts due tis either ; and 

Jtheſe feaveriſh fits of unnatural Zeal, 
k Awherewith the Church & troubled in 
n Jit's old and cold age, betokens tod 
- Nl mm:ch that it draws near it's laſt pes 

q riod, 3M n >. x; 
- The inconſiderableneſs likewayes 

of our differences , and inconſiderat- 
neſs wherewith they are perſued; in- 
duces me to believe, that the Zeal 

3 zow a-la- mode, 7s not that holy Fire 
eo which 7s lindled by a coal from the 

4 Altar, but is that ignis fatuus, of. 

= wild-fire , whith is but a Meteor 

 peecd up of malignant Yapours, and 
73 obſerved to frequent Church-yards 

Y offer then other places, __ 

A 2 = 0 


| (4) 

T am none of thoſe who acknow- ? 
ledge no temples, beſides theſe of | 
their own heads, And I am of opþ1-' 
nion, that ſuch as think that they hi 
have a Church within their own % 
breaſts , ſhould likewayes believe, 9 


that their heads are ſteeples , and 3 


which,like the Ark,muſt lodge in it's | 
bowels all ſuch as are to be ſaved from | 
the flood of condemnation:but,to chalk Þ 
ont it's bordering lines, i beyond the | 
geography of my Religion, He was | 
infallible who compared Gods Spirit 
to the wind which bloweth where 
it liſteth, we hear the ſound of ir, 
but knows not whence it comes, or | 
whether it goeth, Ard the name | 
graven upon the whit-ſtone , none | 
knows but he who hath it Eli cons © 
cluded Hannah zo be drunk, when ſhe ; 
was pouring out her ſoul before her 
Maker : and Elias beliewed, that the 
Church, | 


— 


f T&hurch, in his dayes, was ftintedt® 
- "Wis own perſon; and yet God told 
im , that there were ſeven thouſand 
&; Iſrael who had not bowed their 
Þ ces to Baal : ' why then ſhould. any 
Þrivate Chriſtian determine, magi- 
2-/terially, that, wherein the greateſt 
8 Prophets erred ? 
7 The reed wherewith the Temple 
i V4s TO be meaſured , Rev, » & 2. 
ys only .entruſtedto an Angel; and 
ct he had not in commiſſion, to mea- 
MYure the Court that was without, 
decauſe it was given to the Gentiles, 
ind albeit , Rev, 7, the number 
&/ the Fews who were ſaved is de- © 
Fermined; yet, the number of Gen- 
e les is left indefinit , and ſaid tobe 
umberleſs, 
* There is nothing more ordinar, 
then for each Nation to confine the 
Church within. themſelves, And 
7: that Nation again, one corner will 
Y/ave themſelves theSantum San&o- 
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ram of that only Temple ; albeit our 
Saviour in Hu Goſpel aſſures us,that 
men ſhall come from all corners of the 
world, and fit down with Abra- 
ham, Iſaac aud Jacob, And John | 
in his Revelation tells us, that mul- ' 


titudes of all Nations, Kindreds and | Y 


Families , were ſeen following the 
Lamb, Upon this ſame block do 
theſe likewayes ſlumble, who put the | 
bolt of their uncharitableneſs upon | 
the gates of heaven , to d:bar whole | 
Profeſſions, ſuch as Lawyers and 
Phyſitians, from entring in thereat ; | 
notwithſtanding that the abovecited| 
place tells us, that there were only 
twelve thouſand of the tribe of Levi 
the Prieſt choſen,and the like number | 
was prickt ; inthe tribe of Judah,the 
Lam-giver : Aaron the Prieft did 
mould the golden calf, and not Moſes 
the Fudge, and Ko:ah and Dathan 
were Levits, and yet mutined againſ 
their Magiſtrates, 

| ] 


41. 8 
1 ſay not this to diſparage that þo- 
Jy Funition : For , none ſhall niſh 
Aarons rod to "qu! more then my 
B/elf; and ordinarily, thefe who love 
Y 20t to touch the Lords anointed , will 
likewayes be ſure, to do His Prophets 
"220 harm - but, T [ay it to take off an 
*aſperſion which hath ſtain'd too long, 
Y and too injuſtly,theſe of my own pro» 
feſfion, Ts not the Church our com- 
$ 107 Mother ? albeit , I confeſs, ſhe 
is likewayes their Nurſe , in a mbre 
particular way; and fince there is 
heavenly Mannah enough to aliment 
ws all , why ſhould Chrifans de ny to 
admit their brethren to an equal 
partage ® 4 
It grieves me ſore to ſee my mother 
the Church tortur'd like Rebecca, by 
carryinz ſirueling twaines in her 
pained bowels, And ſeine all Chri- 
ſtians are but pilerims here,T admire 
that theſe pz rams ſhould leave off 
to journey , and. ſtand Skirmiſhi ng 
4nd 
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EP I” PER 
and fighting with all (uch as will not.) 
travel their road,” And albeit we ac- 
knowledge , that the Spirit of God 
takes pains,and is ſufficient for lead- 
3ng all men in the way wherein they 
ſhould walk; yet, we muſt compell 
them,as if either He needed our help, 


or we reſolved to ſhare with Him the * 


glory of their converſions Thus 
God ( who loves us all ffpning bet- 
ter .then one any of us doth another ) 
leaves us, upon our own hazard, a 
freedom in our choice, albeit we'poor 
miſcreants compell one another, de- 
nying to our fellow-creatures* that 
freedom which be allowes all theCrea- 
tion, 1 wiſhwe would conſider how 
each man eats,drinks,cares for his fa- 
mily aud .performes all common du- 
ties , rational enough without | any 
compulſion and yet , inthe affairs 
of Religion, wherein doubtleſs man 
is led by a far more infallible aſsiſt- 
ence , there are many ſlips com- 
: mitted 


MEI: 0s OR 
itted , daily and grofsly; Worwith-" 
anding of all the pains taken , and” 

force Med by one man towards ano- 
ther. Thws it fairs with us as with 
patients, whom when the Phyſitians 
B//ints to a narrow dyet,ther they loath 
Ker that food, which their unreined 
* Wppetite would never have rejected. 
; And thu makes me apt to believe, 
that if Laws and Law-givers did 
wot make Hereticks vain , by taking 
#00 much notice of their extravagan- 
cies,the world ſhould be no more trou- 
bled with. theſe, then they are with 
the Chimeras of Alchimiſts audPhi- 
lofophers. And it fairs with them as 
with Taps, which, how long they are 
ſ[courged,keep foot and run pleaſantly, 
but fall how fv they ate neelefted 

| and left to themſelves, 
” UInordertowhich, it was wittily 
y obſerved by our great King James 
the Sixth, that the Puritans of his 
ave ſtrove with him , and yet ceded 
LED at 
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| _ (86) 
at firſt, in a difference between them 
and the Shoe-makers of Edinburgh : ? 
For, not only pleaſes it their humour | 
to contend where th:y may gain ho- 
nour and can loſs none ,but likewayes, | 
by conteſting with Monarchs , they ? 
magnifie to the people their pious 
courage, aſſuring the world, that ſuch \ 
attempts require a particular aſsiſt- 
ance from heaven; and when their 
Jangling hath extorted ſome conceſ- } 
ſions _> the Magiſtrate, (as ordi- | 
narily it doth) then they preſs that || 
ſucceſs as an infallible mark of the | 
Jure-divinoſhip of their quarrel, | 
Albeit, I confeſs, that when theſe,not 
only recede from the canonized Creed | 
of the Church,but likewayes incroach | 
upon the Laws of the State, then, as | 
of all others ,"they are the moſt dan- ® 
gerous ; So,of all others, they ſhould © 
be moſt ſeverely puniſhed. < 
Opinion , kept within it's proper | 
bounds is an pure att of the mind: | 
ang | 


(11) 
$4 [o it mould appear, that to puni/ 
3:he fs for ects is 4 guilt F 
he ſorl, is as unjuſt as to puniſh one 
relation for another, And this blood- 

S :hirfty xcal , which hath reigned 11 

J owr aze., ſuppoſes onr moſt mercafull 
*.God to be of the ſame temper with 
5 theſe pagan Deities , who aefired to 
TJ have their Al-ars g:red with blood 
* and being devils themſ, Auk ph 

J ed in the d:truftion of men : where- 
as the Almighty, who delights not in 
the d:ath of a ſinner, but rather that 
he ſhould repent and live, hath left no 
wajrand upon holy Record, for perſe- 
cuting lach as diſſent from us * but © 
even then when He commands that 
the Prophets , who tempts others to 
idolatry ſhould be ſlain, yet, ſpeaks He 
nothing of puniſhing theſe who were 
ſeduced by them, And why ſhould 
we ſhw ſo much violence in theſe 
things whereof we can ſhow no cer- 
tain evidence ? as ordinarily we can- 
not 
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| (12) 
yot in circumfundamental debates; 
Are we not ready to condemn to day, | 
as Phanatictk , what yeſterday was 
Judged Jure-divino? And do not 
even thoſe who perſecuted others for | 
their optnions:, admire why they ' 
ſhould be, upon that ſcore , perſecuted 
themſelves ? So that ( vidtory de- % 
pending upon event ) we legitimat 
the perſecutions, to be uſed by others, 
againſt our ſelves,by the perſecutions 
uſed by our ſelves,againſt others, Our 
Saviour forbids us to pluck up the 
tears, leſt the wheat be pulled up with 
it; and how can the moſt pious pere 
ecutors know, that the Saints arc not 
deſtroyed with the ſinners ? 
It is remarkable, that our Saviour 
diſarmed zealous Peter, ever when 
\ he was ſerving Hims in perſon, in 
Ht ereateſt ſtraits , and againſt the 
20ſt profligat of Hus enemies, the 
Fews : and that to prevent the ir- 


regular zeal even of the firſt and 
| beſt 


- 


. £03) 

oft of Chriſtians , the -bleſſed 4pt- 
ples , their divine Maſter thought it 
it to arme them not with ſwords , but 

with (crips, and to root out of their 
earts all thoughts of violence, did 
Wt inculcat in them, that His King- 
$101 m 45 not of this world ;, convince- 
Fa, them by an eAcellent argument, 
hat He had no need of armes or ar- 
Wits ; for elſe He could bave com- 
anded thouſands of Angells, Did 
Wever God command the, Fews: to war 
againſt any neighbouring nation be- 
cauſe they were Pagans (a quarrel 
which would have laſted till all the 
world had been conquered) Or,. did 
our Saviour leave in legacie to his 
ſervants,that they ſhould force others 

J 0 turn proſylits, which doubtleſſe he © 
had done, if he had reſolved to allow 
ſuch a rude mean of conver ſion £ 
All which makes me admire , why in 
our late troubles, men really pious, 

and naturally ſober , could have been © 


[o 


(14 ) 
fo tranſported, as to deſtroy whom they 
rorld not convince, and to oerfnad 
theſe who were convinced, that Reli., 
ion obliged them to deſtroy otners, 
My hea:t bleeds when I conſfide 
how ſcaffolds were dyed with Chriſti 
an blood, and the fi:!ds covered with® 
the carcaſſes of #urthered Chriſti.) 
ans; and its probable , that ther, .; 
were more damped by unprepareÞ 
aeaths, in the fields, then were ſav: 
by prepins Sermons in incendiar) 
Churches ; and in this, I admire thi 
clemency of our Riyal Maſter, who 
albeit His canſe was more juſt the 
theirs , albzit He might have con 
vinced them by obtruding to theni 
rheir own pradtices : yet, hath rathe 
choſen to command with His Scepte 
then His Sword, Bnt,if the glory 0 
Goal were the mark at which theſe di 
level, Why beſtow they not thei 
zeal, rather in converting ſuch a 
ſcarce know or acknowledge that ther! 
{5 


i \ 
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| 15) 
is aGod? And why art they more 
enraged againſt theſe who arree with 
them in moſt things, then theſe who 
diſſent from them in all ? Take not 
Chriſtians more pains to refyte- one 
another, then to convince Gentiles ? 


L And ftand uot Epiſcopiſts and Preſ- 


. Jbyterians at greater diſtance, then et- 


Jther do with Turks and Pagans ? 


MY 4nd td evidence, that rather humony 


Y then piety occaſions onr differentes we | 
may eaſily percieve , that the meant 
the ſubjett is, the heat is alwayes the 
greater. 

If 1 had ever known ſo muth as 
one whoſe faith had been the trophy 
of a debate, 1 ſhould allow of debatts 
in maters of Religion : but ſeeing 
men tannot be convinced by miracles, 
it were ridiculous to preſſe converſion 
= by arguments, All the Divines in 
1 Europe could not preſs the beſt foun- 
ded of their contraverted and pole- 
misk truths , with ſo much ſcripture, 

ov 


| -_ - is 

#r-{o: many miracles ' as " our bleſ. 
ſed: Saviour did His own divinit 
(which is the foundation of all truths) 
And yet the Fews and all the worl; 
beſides, ſlighted this infallibl: 
dodrine; And to evidence that there 
is a ſeaſon of grace, independent 
from arguments , did not many thou-W 
ſands tarn proſylits atPeters ſermon 3 


whom all our Saviours homilies and% 


miracles could not perſwade, If one 
ſhould ſay , that the teſtimony of ai 
few fiſher-men ſhould not be believel| 


in 4 mater of ſo great conſequence,| 


2s is the {gt mp of the whole world, 


eſpecially when they did depone as 
witneſſes , in a matter wherein -both 
their hozour and livelyhood was con- 
cerned, might not this ſtagger ſomt 
mean Chriſtian ? And yet. TI believe 
theſe truths ſo much the more ,.. be- 
cauſe ſuch as theſe were its firſt aſſer- 
ters; for, certainly it is one of the 
greateſt of miracles, that ſo few, and 


jo 


(17) CT 
" illiterate perſons were able to 601» 
ince the whole world, Thus we 
ee,that one may account that a mi- 
acle which another looks upon as a 
ply; and yet, none but Gods Spirit 
1n decide the controverſie, Maters 
7 Y Religion and Faith , reſembling 
1B curious Pictures and optick 
© Fr iſrmes which ſeems to change > vip 
14d colours , according to the ſeveral 
1 F114 F og which the aſpicient 
aews them, 
ed The ballance of our judgements hath 
e, Watched ſuch a bruiſe by Adams fall, 
4, at fore can we by them know the 
as eight of any argument, But,which 
th worſe, there is as great a defe@t in 
1-7 partial weighing, as in the ſcales 
vt Wperſelves : For , when we take ej- 
veer the pro or con, of any controver- 
10- e *1:to our Patronage , we throw al- 
6 wes in arguments into that ſcale, 
he WF perein our own opinion lyes , with- 
na pt ever taking leiſure to confider 
ſo B what 


p ; 


(18) 6 
what may be alledged for the antiþode 
propoſition : andthen , when we re- 
reive an an(wer ,0ur invention is bu- 
ſfred,not in pondering how much con- 
vidtion it hath in it , but by what 
ſlight it may be anſwered; and thus 
erther paſsion , intereſt or frequent) 
meditation,are ftill the weights which®$ 
caſt the ballance, | 
This firy zeal hath likewayes made 
4, other pimple flaſh out in the face! 
of the phanatick Church, and that is, 
4 conceit that the Saints have the on- 
ly right to all Gods creatnres , tht 
wicked being only uſurpers and not 
»afters of them * But, I have heard 
this opinion ( [o beaftly is it ). conn 
fnted by Balaam's afſe, who could tell 
irs Maſter, Am not I thine own afle? 
When Aaron and the people did co- 
venant without Moſes , then every 
man did bring his ear-rings to matt 
up the golden” calf, | And we have 
lived in an age;wherein we have ſeen 
0u\ 


(T9) f Mis.s 
our Countrey-men., like the: Chalds- 
ans, take the furniture both of the 
Temple and of the Kines Houſe, and 
carry them away to their Babylon 
of confuſions ; and in an age wherein 
ober men were forced to lend monies, 
Fro buy for their own armes the heavy 
ug hekles of ſlavery, 

| Tantum Religio potuit {ua- 

dere malorum, 

Religion doubtleſs aims at two 
great deſignes,one ts like the firſt Ta- 
"if bleyto perſwade us to adore Goa Al- 
mighty, Another ts to perſwaae us, 
like to the ſecond Table , to love our 
neighbour , and tobe a mean to ſettle 
2" all theſe jealouſies , and comp eſce all 
ll theſe animoſities which intereſt might 
"I occaſion; and this appears by the 
'"Y Doxology jubilyed by the Angels at 
TW -our Savionrs birth, Glory to God. - 
i and peace and good-will rowards 
Vi men, And therefore, as every pri- 
ni wvate Chriſtian ſhould be tollerated by 
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( 20) 
his fellow-ſubjefts,to worſhip God in- 
wardly according to his conſcience ; 
So all ſhould conſpire in that exteri- 


our uniformity of worſhip , which the 


Laws of his Countrey injoins. The firſt 
remark whith God made of us after | 
the Creation, was, that it was not fit 


for man to bealone; there was ou- 


ly one Ark amoneſt the Fews by Gods 
own appointment, And ſeing the! 
Goſpel tearms the Church Chriſt's | 
Spouſe,it were abſurd to think, that | 
He will divorce from her upon every | 
error or eſcape ;. eſpecially, ſeing His 

bleſſed mouth hath told us that under 
the Goſpel it is not lawfull to divorce 
wpop all occaſions; ard if He will 
wot for theſe, deny her to be His | 
Spouſe , much leſs ſhould we deny her 


to be our mother, May not one,who t« | 


| convinced 1n hs | wdeament, that Mc- 


narohy is the beſt of Governments, 
live happily in Venice or Holland ? 
And that traveller were abſurd , mho 

© S- would 


(21) | 
would rather | ſquable with theſe 
amongſt whom he ſojourns , then ob- 
erve theſe rites and ſolemnities 
which are required by the Laws of 
the places where he lives? What 
& once ſtatuted by a Law , we all con- 
© (ent to,jn chooſing Commiſsioners 
- i to repreſent us in theſe Parliaments 
where the Laws are made ; and fo 
' Wh zf they ordain ws to be decimated , or 
JJ to leave the Nation if we' conform 
not, we cannot ſay, when that Law 
F put to execution, that we are 
oppreſt ; no more then we could com: 
plain, if one did remove us legally 
from theſe Lands which he parckaſs 
A rom our Truſtee, whom we had im: 
J 7owered to ſell it, 
As David ſaid to Saul, 1 Sam, 
26, 20, why went the King out to 
catch a flea ® So may I ſay to our 
great Divines , why contravert they 
about ſhadows ? Ts it fit that Chri- 
ftians, mho fad it too great 4 task to 
| # 3 govert 
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(22) 
govern their private ſouls, ſhoult 
; o much concerned how the Charch 
i governed by others * Wherefore, 
ſeing many have been Jo why 
were moſt inexpert in theſe queſti- 
wns,and that fooliſh zeal,paſiion. and! 
roo much curiofitie therein, hath ® 
damned many, I may conclude, that 


' . . . y SOfs 
fo pry in theſe, i neither neceſſary, , 


becauſe of the firſt, nor expedient,be-| 
eauſe of the laſt. J- 


Since di(cretion opened my eyes,| 


YA 
be, 


Ne) 


T have alwayes jude'd it neceſſar for 
4 Chriſtian , to look- oftner to hu 
Practice of Piety, then to his Con- 
feſhon of Faith, and to fear more 
the crookedne(s of hw will, then the 
Blindneſs of his jſudement , delight-| 
ing more to walk on from grace to 
grace, working out the work of hs | 
own ſalvation with fear and tremb- | 
ling, then to ſtand ſtill with the Ga- 
leans curiouſly gazing up to hea- 
ven, True Religion and unaefiled 
[5 


CF - By) 
js towviſit the widow and the father? 
leſs ; and the dittay drawn up againſt 
the damned ſpirits ſhall be, That when 
our Saviours poor ones were hungry, 
they did not feed them; when they 
were naked,they did not cloath them, 

; withour mentioning any thing of 

ther unbelief in maters of Contro- 

| wverſie or Government, And there- 
fore I hope, that theſe to whom I ad- 
Wareſs my ſelf in this Diſcourſe , will 

Yr ather believe me to be their friend, 
becauſe of their piety,then their ene- 


my,becauſe of their errors, 
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Res Lbeic man be bat 4the: 


= a ftatue of duſt iſe: 
'©) _ with 
tears, moved by 
Sas the bid engines 
rs of his reſtleſs 
| W paſſions, a clod 
fcarth, which the ſhorteſt feaver 
an burn to albes, and the leaſt 
ower of rheums waſh away to 
Wore: Yet makes he as much 
diſe in the world, as if both the 
$Slobes ( theſe olorious Twaines ) 
jad been un-wombed from that 
xrmleſs Chaos, by the midwifry 
f bis wit ; he ſpeaks thunder, 
B looks 


The Virtu0ſo, 

looks lightning , breaths ſtormy, 
and by the eloquence of his own va- 
nity , perſwads himſelf that his 
commands are able to unhinge the 
Poles. From which boundleſs pride, 
'T confidently conclude, that if a na- 
tural InſtinAzor as the Stoicks terme 
It,*pun eros # feor,had not irrcfiſtably 
bowed his faith to aflerit to a Deity, 
he had never, neither upon deſign 
nor in complyance to cuſtom ( as 
Atheiſts alledge ) ſuffer'd to creep in- 
to his Creed, that there was one 
greater then himſelf, who could rein 
his affeRions, and- bound their ef- 
feAs, according to the diQates of his 
irrefſtable will. 

| And albeit Regiments of Argu* 
ments , levyed both from the ſtately 
fabrick of heavens arched Pend, and 
from the inimitable embroidery of 
earths Howry Boul, be requiſite for 
conquering the infidelity of others, 
and for readring them tributaries to 
that all-forming Efſence : Yet, doth 
my faith render up the arms of it's 
Ceprayed reaſon, and curn Proſolyte 

£9 


or Stoick, 


to this divine truth , upon the ſole 
fight of one of theſe dying Atheiſts ; 
who , upon any ſurpriſal , do with 
amazement throw up their eyes to 
heaven, as if they ſent their looks 
in ambaſſade to beg aſſiſtance from 
thence ; and cry , God ſave me, 3s 
if theſe bealtly ſouls, when atraqued 
unexpeRtedly , knew whence cheir 
healch were to be expeRed : Like to 
other {ick brutes, who when affault- 
ed by (lickneſs,are, by the band of that 
ſame ſtorge and inſtin&, led eo ſome 
herb or flower, which is an Aporhe- 
cary ſhop appointed by- nature for 
them. 
Neither think I theſe arguments 
which are twiſted together of three 
propoſitions ſo ſtrong as theſe In- 
ſtinks are; where truth, like the 
Sun , ſeems to dart home it's light 
In One uUnperceiveable at, whereas in 
” theſe, pur-bliad nature may be miſ- 
, taken » not only in judging of the 
truth of either of the three parts, 
but likewiſe of their connexion and 
allyance-I Know that that miſcreant, 
——— a 


The Virtuoſo 
who bepea his hell opon earch , by 
being burat at Tholonſe for theorick 
_ Atheiſme, did upon his firſt approach 

to the Fire, cry, O God: Whereup- 

on, being taxt by the aſſiſting .Je- 

ſuic, anſwered, that theſe and ſuch 
like expreſſions were the off;pring of 
cuſtom : But poor ſoul, he might 
have conſidered, that ſeing he had 
creept from his cradle into that er- 
ror, and had run his glaſs to it's Jalt 
ſand,in propagating that helliſh con- 


ceits That therefore this expreſſion ” 
was rather a confeſſion then an ef. |: 
cape, rather the produ& of a ratio-M **; 


nal ſoul then of depraved cuſtom; 
for as it was in it ſelf a divine truth, h 
ſoit was in him contrary to a ſettled oY 
habir. _ 
There is anotherCaball of Atheiſts, 
who think that this Belcef was at Ye 
firſt 5 but the quaint Leger-de-main : 
of ſome ſtrongly-pated Stateſ-man; 
who to over-awe the capriciouſnels 
of a giddy multitude , did forge this ., 
opinion of a rewarder of all humane 
ations: And to enforce this, do in- 
PE room. ſtages 
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france Numa Pompiluit , and Ma- 
bowmet , whoſe palpable cheats grew 
up in their ſucceſſors into religions ; 
and whoſe inventions were received 
with as much bigotrie , by the 
wiſeſt of men, as is that Deity which 
is now the objeR of our adorations. 
Wherefore (ſay they ) ſeing the ra- 
tional ſoul bath failed ſo oft, and ſo 
abſurdly in its diſcoveries, how, or 
why, ſhould we ſubmit our ſelves 
{laviſhly to it's determinations 2 For 
that which doth at ſome times erre, 
can never at any time be concluded 
infallible. | 
To thefeI anſwer, vhat albeit, as 


to the particular way of worſhip, 


the world is oft times deluded. And 
albeit, eveo as to their apprehenſions 
of this incomprehenſible Eflence, 
multitudes be ſome times miſled : 
Yer, theſe ſtaggering Fancies fix this 
oreat Truth, that there is aSupream 
Who muſt be adored : For if this ih+ 
nate Inſtint did not coopere with 
theſe impoſtures, in gaining an aſ- 
ſent no their fititious Religions and 

"3 Hlicrarchies, 
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Hierarchies , it were impoſſible for 
any humane Authority to eſtabliſh 
Principles ſo remote from reaſon,and 
to ſubjugate by theſe even the mil- 
deſt tempers. But I take the root 
from which theſe errors do ſpring, 
to be, that the twilight of darkned 
reaſon glimpling to man , that #2. 
preſſa of the divine Image , which 
though much decayed , yet reſts till 
npon his ſoul; and not being able, be- 
caule of the faintneſs of his light, 
and the decay of that divine 1m- 
pre(ſa, to diſcern exaRtly what that 


| acc 
Deity is, with whoſe image it is ſig- Ml of 

neted ; believes implicitely with a W Pag 
profound reſpeRt, any who hath the IW th 


confidence to obtruce any know- fl in « 
ledge of it upon them. Conclading in MW th: 
the conclave of their own thoughts, © Gs 
that none durſt contemn ſo far, M wo 
that omnipotent Thunder-darter, as WW 0:: 
xo vend their own Fancies for ſacred © ph 
Oracles, And albeit theſe hood- Þ G 


winked Nations did ereR a Tev9s01 | of 
in their own hearts,wherein all theſe © D 
. Vice-gods were worſhiped; Yet were I fr 


all 


Or Stoick, 
all theſe but repreſentations of the 
erue God; for His Omnipotency 
and Power was adored in their 
Mars ; His Omniſcience in their 
Appollo, &c. And it 18 very pro=- 
bable that the Heathens admired ſo 
each attribute of God Almighty, 
that they thought each defervid di- 
ſtint Altars; ſo that their errors had 
their riſe from rather too much then 
£00 little reſpet; and that as the 
ſame Ocean receives ſeveral names - 
from the ſeveral (hoars it waſhes, ſo, 
according to the ſeveral operations 
of the moſt Hiph, did theſe deluded 
Papans eſtabliſh ſeveral Deities. But 
that all theſe did ultimatly terminar 
in one, is clear from theInſcription of 
that AthenianAltar,To the arknown 
God ; from the deſignation of evufoe 
ker, from their common feaſts or 
6:oZer:a ; from the adjun& of Del- 
phicus given to Appollo, which in 
Greek ſignifies #11 ; as AMacrobius 
obſerves, from their Altars erected, 
Diſque Deabaſque ommbus , and 
from the general invocation of all the 

> ' Deities 


The Virtuoſo 
Deities joyntly ſubjoyned to alj 
their particular ſacrifices.So that the 
preat and all-comprehending [dea, 
wherein he is repreſented, as in one 
big mirrour to us, was by them broke 
in pieces, and in each of theſe pieces 
raken alone did they ſee a Deity, 
though much Sridped!: Whereas 
all theſe pieces , when ſet rogether, 
did repreſent but one, and each piece! 
did then ſhew bur a part. But to 
evidence that our belief of a Deity 
is not a ſtate and traditionall impo- 
ſtare, I would willingly know if ever 
the skilfulleſt of Sathans emiſlaries 
was: able to induce the world to be- 
lieve that there was no God ; which 
(doubtleſs) might have at ſome oc- 
caſions contribured much to ſome 
mens politick defigns,and which that 
rebell would have attempted , if ci- 
ther God had not reſtrained him, or 
himſelf had not known it impre- 
ſtable. And ir is moſt remarkable, 
that the firſt promoters of that di- 
yine DoArine were perſons, who, 
both by precept _ practice, decryed 
Ambition 
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Or Stoick, / 
Ambition and declined State im- 
ployments 3 and ſo it were abſurd 


to think thar they invented theſe. 


in ſubordination to State 'Pro- 
jects. 

There is alſo much force in that 
Argument, wherein from the nature 
of propheſying, is concluded” the 
being of a God: for, to foreſee, is 
doubtleſs a way of ſeeing, far above 
the reach of humane nature ; man 
not being able ro conclude but that, 
W hat is poſſible upon both parts, 
may come to paſs upon either of its 
parts» And hence 1t was, that the 
Heathens themſelves termed this 
prediion divination, as if it could 
not be but divine. As alfo, if there 
were nota God, but that this were 
a fiction, it would follow , that er» 
rour and deluſion ( ſuch as this ex 
hypotheſi ) were able , and aQually 
did,of all other things, frame a man's 
ſoul moſt to virtue : and that the 


. beſt of men ( ſuch as are the adorers 
df 2 Deity ) were both the greateſt 


cheats and block-heads. All which, 
are 


#* - 
*1 
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The Firtuoſo, 
are abſurditics co be hiſs'd at by all 
who are maſters of the meaneſt pore 
tion of humane reaſon» 

There lurkech much curious coh» 
templation in pondering , how that 
albcit the parents of all heathniſh 
R-1iig1ons , have been incomparably 
the chiefeſt witts in their times ; for 
elſe they could not have impreſſd 
the ſpirits of their diſciples with 
ſuch abſtra& principles; Yet, all 
their Models, ſeem repugnant to 
common reaſon : and they have 
choif'd to teach principles which 
ſecm ridiculous. 

Thus the Fictions related by the 
Poets of their gods, the Rites uſed 
by the Romans,and the Fopperies of 
the Aſcoran, are abſurdities unwor- 
thy of ® rational belief, if man were 
not ated by an innate principle, to 
place the myſteries of Religion above 
his reaſon. 

By which we ſce, that the impu- 
tation caſt upon the Scriptures of 
their contrariety to reaſon, chocks 
likewayes the principles of all Na- 
tions 


-..Or Stoick, 


efons + and certainly, if there were 
nothing revealed to us ih Religion, 
but what the ſhort line of our reaſon 
might fadom, the omnipotency of 
God, and the weakneſs of our own 
reaſon,ſhould remain ſtill unknown ; 
and ſeing our reaſon is only ſuicable 
to our nature, certainly if that infinit 
efſence and it's myſteries might be 
comprehended by that ſame reaſon, 
which meaſureth things finit, we | 
might conclude God to be finit like- 
wayes; and i$it not impudence in us 
who know not the ebbing and flow- 
ing of the ſea, nor the reaſon why 
the Adamant draweth the iron, to 
repine becauſe we cannot compre- 
hend the eſſence of God Almighty ? 
and then vainly to conclude, that be- 
cauſe we cannot graſp within the 
(hore armes of our underſtanding, 
the vaſt bulk of the Deity,that there 
is no Deity 2 Accnclulion as abſurd, 
aS if one ſhouid ſay, that when the 
nimble wings of an arrow tranſport 
it above our ſight, 1t did leave oito 
be, when it. left off to be perceived. 

And 
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And I am of opinion, that myſteri- 
ouſneſs ſuirs rarely well with divine 
Truths, the fineſt things uſing al- 
wayes to be beſt wrapt up : thus if 
we liſten to our hid inclinations , we 
will find a pleaſing veneration in re- 
ſerved filence ; and our curioſity will 
ſwiftly follow , what by it's retired 
neſs fleeth from us: filent groves 
whoſc buſh-top trees lay their heads 
together , 2s in a conſpiracy to reſiſt 
the Sun's entry,and powder its light 
with Sables, creat's a veneration in 
us And as the Heathens did choiſe 
groves, So did the primitive Chri- 
ſtians light their Devotions with 
corches and candles, intimating 
thereby that ymbrag'd ſilence was an 
excellent Shryn for ſincere devo- 
tions ; and in this ſenſe, it may be, 
the Word of God is ſaid to be a Lan- 
rern to our ſteps, and the ſeven 

- Chareches arecompared to ſevenCan- 
dlſticks. Did not our Saviour teach 

His diſciples in parables ? and was 

not the Ark vailed from the eyes of 
che pzople'? the Pagans diſpenſed 

their 
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their divinity in Hieroglyphicks; and 
amongſt humane Writers, the moſt 
myſterious carry ſtill the Lawrels : 
And why ſhould we vainly wiſh to 
comprehend the nature of the Deity 

ſeing Moſes, God's intimate, and 
minion, could not have that allow- 


{ ance? And God himſelf, when for 


our neceffary inſtrution He would 
diſcover ſomething of Himſelf to us, 
is forced per ar3gwnoweliiar, ( 12S 
Divines ſpeak) to diſcover Himſelf 
in a ftile borrowed from bnmane 
frailty, and ro expreſs His infinit af- 
fe&tions by our diſordered paſſions. 

I believe, that Socrates, natur's 
oreateſt diſciple,and the Deity's pro- 
romartyr, was a proſolyt of the ſame 
faith, which we profeſs, and had his 
large ſoul illuminated by that Sun of 
righteouſneſs, whoſe refulgent rayes 
are now the bright torches of the 
chriſtian Church. Neither is my be- 
lief in this ſtaggered by the ſilence of 
his co- temporary Writers, as to this 
particular : ſeing theſe, not being of 
the ſame perſwaſion with him, = 

INE being 
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The Virtuoſo, 
being convinced of his moral worth; 
did deſcrive his opinions ſuitably to 
their own apprehenſion. Thus did 
theſe pagan Hiſtorians admire the 
great Saviour of mankind , only for 
His morall accompliſhments , with- 
out reaching theſe divine principles, 
by which He was ated. The Stoicks 
likewayes were in all probability, a 
tribe of John Baptiſt's, and God 
having reſolved to purge the Uni- 
verſe of its original unrighteouſneſs 
by that bleſſed 41anne which came 
down from heaven to give life to the 
world, did by their doctrine of abſte- 
miouſiteſs, as by a ſpare dyet, pre- 
pare its body for receiving that di- 
vine Doſe, And certainly, if men had 
disbanded that execrable croupf of 
laſts, againſt which theſe preached, 
and had liſtned (as the Storcks Book 
of Diſcipline inzoyned) to their own 
private conſciences, and had by retir- 
edneſs abſtrated themſelves from 
the reach of temptations, ir had fa- 
cilirated much their converſion : for 
if the young Lawyer, who! came to 
 _  conſule 


Or Storch, 
conſule Chriſt how co draw vp his 
Securities of heaven, and of his por= 
tion there, had believed che;r Oracle, 
which decry'd riches as the unnece{- 
fary baggadpe of man's life , and rhe 
mudd which clog'd the wings of the 
ſouls contemplation, and keor it 
from ſoaring its natural pitch, he had 
never refuiſed our Saviour's yoke, 
becauſe he was commanded ty feil all 


and to give it to the poor. Thus 


likewayes if the rich glutton had dy- 
eted himſelf according to the ſcant 


preſcript of their allowance , his 


ſcoarched tongue had not ſtood in 
need of a.drop ot watter to allay it's 
thirſt, Neither had Nicodemus 
needed to have mantled himſelf in 
the darkneſs of the night, when he 
came to our Sayiour, out of fear, leſt 
he ſhould have been diſcovered; ſe- 
ing their doArine might have taughe 
him, that fear was a paſſion, un- 
worthy to be lodged in the ſoul of 
man: And that there is nothing here, 
which a man either ſhould, or necd- 
eth to fear. | 

But 
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» But albeit neicher 3»/:nZ nor 
faith, were able to convince us in- 
fallibly of this truth ; Yer is it both 
more ſatisfying, and more ſafe to 
embrace this opinion , then its con-= 
trary» More ſatisfying, becauſe 
man's /ummum benum here, being 
lodged in the tranquillity of his ſpi- 
rit; That which can beſt plaine 
and ſmooth the rugged and uneven 


| Face of his frequent and inevitable 


misfortunes, muſt be doubtleſs the 
molt carreſſable of opinions : where- 
fore, ſeing nothing can ſtrengthen ſo 
much man's frailty , nothing check. 
ſo ſoon his diſpair ,; nothing feed ſo 
much his hope, nor animate ſo much 
his courage , as to believe that there 
is «x God, who bearcth the heavieſt 
end of all our croſſes upon the 
ſhoulders of His {ove ; who is able 
to turn , or arreſt the giddie wheel 
of fortune by the ſtrong hand of His 


* OMmaniporency ; and who twilſtech 


Lawrels of inimaginable joyes for 
the heads of theſe who fight un- 


der his banners. If a man leaned 
not 


Df Sfokek}. © 517 
not his weary ſoul upon this divine 
Reſt, he were not only an enemy to 
nature , but even to his own happi- 
neſs. What rocks of danger cord 
men eſcape, if blind-fortune did fir 
at the helme , and if yertuous per- 
ſons complain, as affairs are preſent- 
ly ſtated ? that their merites are not 
weighed with indifferency enough in 
the Scales of juſtice, What might be 
expeRed, if hazard got the ballance 
to mannage ® And theſe who leave 
their native countries, when they 
perceive that the Laiy beginneth eo 

MWrender its Oracles in an unconſtant 
Stile, and with a crembling voice;be- 
hooved to leave the world, if this 

narchy were by Atheiſrhe eſta< 
liſhed ? For as a wiſe Stoick well 
dbſerved , vt 251 Cuy £1 Tw x00 A Kev 
Jewv, 3 Kava Toovotes. It were impoſ- 
ible to live in a world, voidof Gad 
nd veid of providence, OA IVE 
It is likewayes moſt ſafe ; for if 
here be a Deity, doubtleſs theſe ob- 
lured Athiciſts, whoſe obſtinacy 
iath conjured their conſciences to 2 
React coi 
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infallible Witneſſes, to depone what 
ſuited beſt with-cheir wild reſoluti. 
ons ,. or rather negleted reſoluth 
their ſincere depoſitions : then. cer. 
tainly, the juſt flames of that God" 
indignation ,, whom they have dif. 
claimed, will beat for them a furnac 
in hell, beyond what the other dam: 
ned ſpirits ſhall meer with in their 
torture. Whereas albeit there bt 
no tribunall , from which ſach : 
thunder-bolc- ſentence may be dart- 
ed, nor go ſupreme Judge by whon 
our actions ſhall be canvaſs'd, Then 
theſe who bave paid their adorati- 
ons at His altars, ſhall be in no dan» 
Jer. Wherefore, ſeing it ſhould be 
the task of a, Y5rtzoſo, to turn out 
all fuch thoughts as may raiſe a mu- 
tiny in his breaſt ;. it were. a fooliſh 
toy in him- to entertain Atheiſme, 
which is a Nurcery of diſquietneſs : 
for whoſe breaſt could enjoy a calme 
whilſt a concernment of ſo much 
weight, as his externall portion, did 
bing from the weak threed of a mere 
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marches ſo near with a will not be-? 
But if ye would know, what diſ- 
quieting vapours Atbeiſme ſends op 
co the brain, when it is once drun 
n: £0 to the horrour-creating beds 
ff a dying Atheiſt, whoſe roaring 
yoice, Might awake the moſt lethat- 
pick conſcience that eyer the devil 
Juli'd a fleep. There ye ſhall know 
by the Ufinal of his eyes, and .the 
ater Randing therein , what con- 
yulfion-fits his ſoul ſuffers; and 
ſhall learn from his own mouth , 
how grieyouſly his diſeaſed ſoul. 1s 
ſtreatched npon the rack of deſpair: 
then it is , that the voluminous Re» 
eiſters of his conſcience , which did 
ly formerly claſp'd in ſome unſearche 
corner of his memory , are laid open 


before him, and the devil who hi- 


therto gave him the leſſening end of 
the Proſpe&, to ſurvey his ſins in, 
eurfiS now, its magnifying end to his 
tearfull eye. It ſhould be then the 
grand deſign of a Philoſopher, to 


order his own breaſt arizht , before 


 <X" ONER he 
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he zo abroad: to view the Works 
the Creation ; leaſt if he leave in 
door uhbolted, the devil ſteal fron 
him his richeſt Jewel , whileſt h! 
ſweats to enrich his cofitemplatiot 
with what is of far leſs cohiſc- 
QUENCE. - 


It is no wild fancy to think , that 


oa Atheiſi me bath been the product 0 
Superſtition + for certainly , man; 


who were by humour Galo's, find 
ing that Religion exaRed from mer 
ſuch inhumane homage to its recog 
nizance, as was the ſacrificing child 
ren amongſt the Heathens, wearying 
Pilprimages, and heftick Lents 
amongſt Chriſtians, did reſolve ra- 
ther to deny than to adore ſuch Dei 


ties. Thus Zxcretixs revolted up- 


on eAgamemnorn's ſacrificing his 
daughter phigenias for the grecian 
ſafety, crying out, 


T antnyn Religio potuit ſuadere 
 malorum. 


And 
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And thus. Petronins. Arbiter n 
nonck of the ſame Cell, ſays that, 
| Primus in arbe deos timor fecit, 
fulmina culo 
Cum caderent — "= 
And to prevent this, our Saviour 
loth oft inculcat , that His yoke is 
afieand His burden is lighe- And 
oubtleſs, as the ſtrajghteſt line is 
lwayes the ſhorteſt ; 'So the moſt 
ational defignes are alwayes eafily- 
ſtefteftuated; and as Sevecg hath 
cellently obſerved, Licee Deus 
on eſſet, tamen non peccarem ob 
eccats vilitatew, There is ſome- 
Shiog of meanneſs in the gaſlanteſt, 
nd moſt alluring ſin. And this is 
nolt energetically expreſt in Scrip- 
ure, whilſt it is ſaid that the wicked 
veary themſeles by their fins, A 
rinciple , which aot only the ma» 
Wiſteria] Authority of God's Spirit, 
Pur our experience likewayes places 
Wbove the reach of all ſcruples : for 
re not the inquietuds, the cheats, 
nd palliated parricids, and facri- 
edges brooded by ambition , the 
= churliſh- 
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churliſhneſs' and cloſe-handednefs 
parented by avarice , effets unwors 
chy ro be farher'd upon any rational 
ſoul ; And at which we ſhonld ſcar. 
let our cheeks with bloſhes, as wel 
as enpale rhem chrough fear , and 
ſhould ſtadd: as much in awe of ou: 
conſciences; as moſt dbvFf a Deity 
Yet, ic may / be weare in © miſtake 
whilſt we 'place Superſtition in the 
exceſs of ſach adorations , as are ei- 
ther commanded or indifferent : for 
ſeing the objeft of our adoration, 
God Almizhey, is in Himſeifinfinit, 
we can never exceed cither in our re- 


ſpeas to Him , or 1n the expreſsionM CC 
of then. - Exceſs being only admiſ-u 0! 
fible, where the objc& is finir, and > 


where we actribute mor then is due 1 
which can never be here; Thus i 1! 
Kneeling be lawfull at any occafion, il 1 
"I hardly ſee why it is not lzawſull to b 
kneel ar All occaſions» And if theſell © 
exteriour rites and ceremonies (ſome "i 
whereof areallow'd in all Churches) © 
be judged requific , for-expreſflingl f 


our vaſſalage and ſubordination to 
God 


neſs 
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od onr:maker , cirther they are als 
opether unwarrantable;: or elſe we 
ould proportion then '( as far: 3s 

n us lyes) to that infinir obje&- 
nd ſcing the Angels are faid to'cow 
er their faces'with their wings. be=- 
ore Him ; | the Patriarchs to fall-up« 
Dn their face and worſtup ;- and our 
adorable' Saviour; -in that confli& 
herein He repreſented finfull man, 
is by Mattbew remark'd;ro have 
alla uporrHis face ,” by 24ark to 
have fall'n upon the ground, and by 
Luke to have kneel'd. What is 


crawliog man , that he ſhould 'ac- + 


count ſuch geſtures fond Soperſtitis | 
on? ' It would appear then, char 


Superſtition conſiſts 'in-man's wor- . _ 


ſhiping God by meanes unlawfull, 
ſuch as are children* ſacrifices , and 
ſuch like, whereby His divine attri- 
bures are tmiſ- repreſented, and taint- 
ed with cruelty, or tyrannie,and not 
in an exceſs , in ſuch expreſſions of 
our reſpeX/as are in themſelves law- 
full. Andifthere be any ſtrength in 
that argument , wherein we new? 
Tac 


The:Firtuoſo, 

the being of God, from the harmo: 
nious conſent and aſſent of. all Nati. 
ons :. certajnly:, by that ſame argu. 
ment,: we may eſtabliſh the decency, 
if not the neccſlity , of Ceremonies, 
Far, ; what Nation bowes to Altars, 
without profound and external ſub- 
miflions f' And, who lodges upon 
the ſurface of our Globe, who payes 
pot as the reddendo of their Charter 
to theſe gods whom they worſhip, 
ceremonial Adorations, wrapt-up in 
moſt ſabmiſfive Rites. - 


why - That God made all things for 


the 


His glory,-is. an expreſſion , which 


_ ( I think ) looks not well at the teſt 
creat of reaſon, and hath no warrand but 


ed. 


unwary cuſtome: for beyond all 
queſtion, His glory was ſo brimefyll 
formerly, that it neither needed, nor 
could recieve any conſiderable acceſ- 
fion from this ſmall drop. And befids 
this, the innate apprehenſion we 
have of doing any thing. for one's 
glory, dyes this expreſſion with 
{ome guilt, ; Yet, I confeſs, we way 

warran- 
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warrantably ſay, that when perverſe 


man calls His power inqueſtion , or 
controverts His being only wiſe; that 
then, God for our inſtruction , and 
the vindication of His own glorious 
Attributes,doth many things for His 
own glory. And in this ſenſe, the 
Scripture ſaith , that God will pu- 
niſh the wicked, and deliver His 
people, for His ownglory. And 
wherever it is ſaid , that God doth, 
or createh any thing, for His own 
olory , it is doubtleſs in this ſenſe ; 
in which man ( who 1s made after 
His image) may aR for his own glo= 
ry without any vanity ; albeit to. 
a& for | his. own. glory in the firſt 
ſenſe, were: in him criminal. Ir is 
then more probable, that God being 
infinitly .good , ard all good beipp 
ſus communicativum , that His de 
ſign in creating the world , was to 
communicate and diſplay His good- 
neſs: and upon this baſe probably 
hath Ar;ſtorle reared up his errour, 
of the worlds exiſtency from all 
eteruity : for, ſeing God was ab 
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eters infinitly good ; and that good 
is bl communicative's he did (ir 
may be ) conclude , that 4b 2ter=o, 
God did communicate His goodneſs: 
which cauld only be to- creatures, 
And rherefore ic was necefſar that 
there ſhonld have been a world : 
and fome Philoſophers have aver'd, 
that the world flowed from God 
Mayo poagrie , ab eterno, as 
are lanced out from the body 

of the Sun. Albeit I be none of 
AraFeatie*s Partiſans , nor holds my 
phitofophy of him as my Superior ; 
Yet I cannot bur think , that God 
hwh communicated His goodneſs to 
waelds prior to ours, which is but 
ef 5662 yedrs ſtanding.But T am not 
fo arrogant as to determine the time 
ofthe firſt worlds birth , nor how 
may Caders it hath had , reſolving 
v9 leave its Date, blank, to be fll'd up 
by forme arrogant Pretender.Neither 
ſtonld Haccaſe mine own thoughts of 
Herefic,for concluding, that probab- 
by there 2re preſently thouſands of 
worlds co- cxilting with eg 
Q! 


| Or. StozoR, 
of ſome, it may be, are governed by 
Maximes. If not contrair, yet at 
leaſt differnt from theſe which are 
our Canons. All which worlds, al- 
beit they were actually ſabſiſting , 
would ly in the boſome of the large 
imaginarie Spaces, but like ſo many 
ſmall balls in che corner of a large 
Tennis- court» I ſhall not for con- 
firmivg this opinion, cite,with an ig- 
norant french Curate, the parable of 
the Lepers, where it is ſaid , NWonne 
ſunt decem munds ? becauſe IT know 


chat ir was wittily anſwered, Sed bs 
ſunt reliqui novem ? 


That Eternity is all preſent, and Ei«r- 
that in'ir, there is neither precerit , * 
nor future, is but a conceit, and a 
needleſs myſterie impoſed upon our 
belief, which is really more myſteri- 
ous then the Trinity ; who knows 
but it is founded upon an expreſſion 
in C:cero, wherein Eternity 1s call'd 
eternum inſtans? For how then can 
ic be ſaid , that God was before the 
world? for Was-'is preterir , and 

before 
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before the world there was;as them- 
ſelves alledge,no time ; and ſo there 
was 4a 4s in eternity» Is not God 
call'd by Himſelf Alpha and Omega, 
firſt and laſt, the one whereofis pre- 
terite and the other future 2 And it 
is ſaid, Rev. 16.5. O glorious God, 
Who art,and waſt, and ſhalt be. And 
1f it be auſwered, That this is only 
fitted to our capacities ; certainly, 
that is all iscraved : for, doubtlefſe 
there is no ſuch reall thing, as theſe 
three meaſures of time,even inthings 
finit and created ; for they ow theit 
being only to our conceir, as well in 
the one as in the other. And when 
God deſcriv'd Himſelf by His name 
Jan [am,it was not mean'c, that 
no meaſure of time could be attri- 
buted to Him, but the preſent. but 
rather, that what He was, was to 
man incomprehenſible. And that all 
we conld know of Him,was that He 
exiſted ; and by that expreſſion,that 
all chings to Him are preſent, was 
mean't , that by His Knowledge i»- 
rxitive, ( as Divines terme it ) He 

com= 
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tomprehends all things which were 
to be,as if they were really preſent ; 
and this is ſpoke,not of his being, bur 
of his knowledge: Neither can it be 
concluded that if W4s or ſhall be,may 
be attributed to God, then He muſt 
be mutable, and that Was, denorats 
mutation ; for as I ſaid formerly, 
theſe are but termes , not really ex- 
iſtiag, and ſo cannot import any real 
mutation: 


How God imployes His uncontrol- 
able Scepter, after what faſhion He 


governs this lower world, and in 
what characters He writs His eter- 
nal Decrees, hath been the arrogant 
ſtudy of ſome mad-cap Pedants, who 
talk as magifterially of His Decrees, 
as if they were of His cabinet Conn- 
cel. And albeit to deterre ſuch bold 
intruders, He deſtroyed thouſands of 
His ancient people, becauſe they 
look'd into His Ark; Yer, ſach is 
the petulancie of ſome latter Wirtts, 
that they muſt needs look in to His 
vnſcarchable boſomey and there ma- 

En "I 


Zo 
— .riſhall all His Decrees, and conceit 
they underſtand His way of .work- 


The Wirral 


ing; and thus in diſputing of objes, 
infivitly removed by their obſiruſe- 
neſs from their ſenſe, they ſhew 
themſelves more ridiculous, then 
theſe who would diſpute concern- 
ing the qualities of an obje&, before 


ut come ſo near, as that they 'may 


know of what ſpecies it is : for. ſe» 
ing it is a maxime, that there 15 no- 
thing in our underſtanding, which 
hath not paſt to it thorow our ſen- 


ſes, and that the things of God are 


immaterial, and fo fall not under the 
cognizance of our ſenſes It muſt be 
folly to think, that any humane ſcru- 
tinie can find out myſteries that arc 
ſo unſearchable, except they be im- 
parted to them by 1mmediat reyela- 
tion; a kind of correſpondence 
which I concieve few now a dayes 
holds with heayen. Yet, I confeſs, 
it is as hard to confute their fions, 
as it 1s impoſſible for them to come 
by the knowledge of them. Butas 
this ſtudy is unattainable, ſo it is un- 

profitable 
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profitable for ſeeing God's are of 
ooverhing the world,andHisDecrees 
of ſaycing or damning its Citizens is 
2 trade we (hall never be able to pra- 
Aiſe » Why ſhould we have ſach an 
itch to underſtand it > It ſhould be 
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enough to us, to be ſaved, albeit we . 


know not how, or by what manner 
of Decrees z except we be of the 
ſame mettal with that fooliſh pati- 
ent, who would not be cured , be- 
cauſe the Phyſician would not ſhew 
him how the cure was to be com» 
poſed, and what were its ingredients. 
And is it not the Zenith and top= 
branch of madneſs for us to pry into 
Go'ds - unſearchable Decrees, who 
know not how our neighbours calf 
is formed in its Dames belly ? 

It was a narrow Omnipotency, 
which ſome mean ſpirit'd Heathens 
allowed their 7»piter , when they 
conceited that he wanted leafure to 
diſpoſe of trifles. 

Non licet exipnuis rebus adeſſe 
Jovk 

For if the twinkling of an eye, 
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"were not time fafficient. for God ts 
diſpoſe upon all the affairs of this 
world, then there might be a greater 
Dower then His ; and the power to 
diſpoſe ſo ſuddainly , were wanting 
to his Omnipotency, and ſo He were 


* Not infinit, and conſequently n6 


God. 


Neither was the Rodomontade of 
Alphonſwa, King of Portxgal, more 
pious then this ; when he alleadged 
that if God had made uſe of His ad- 
vice in framing the world , He had 
helped many things 1n it, which he 
now could juftly taxe of errour. 

Theſe two extremes, are the two 
Poles, whereon the globe of Athe- 
:1\me eurns i it ſelf ; ſome, out of an 
impious humility , complementing 
God out of His Authoricy, by deny- 
ing that He diſpoſes of the meaner 
{1ze of bultneſs, and others derra- 
ing from His providence,i jin attribut- 
ing His operations 'to chance and 
fare, or branding them with injuſt- 


opinions 
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opinions which diſpute vitory with 
(almoſt ) equal forces. * The one 
whereof , will have God the ſole 
agent, and to make uſe of ſecundary 
auſes; only, as of ciphets., theſe ſay 
hat it is not fire which burns, but 
har God burns «d preſentian ig-". 
is nor water which! cools, but * 
hat God cools ad preſentiam aque: * 
hichis, in my opinion , the ſame 
hing as to ſay, thar God jugl'd 
yith man ; and as Charmers doz 
preſented ingredients; but wrought 
dy hid means. By 
In too near an affinity with this,is 
he Dotrine of Predeſtination as 
ome reath it; wherein they will 
have man to play the mere ſpeRator 
n his own Salvation': and albeit 
there be a free and full' render of 
mercy made,to loſt man, yer will not. 
allow him any power to embrace or 
ee it; judging this one of the 
ecellary appanages of God's Omhii-: 
Potency , that He doth ſave or con- 
Jemn ex mero bemepiacito, never 
conſidering, that the queſtion is nor, 
D : what 
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whatGod can do,but what He doth, 
And that it derogats nothing from 
His Omnipotency, that He will not 
damn poor ſinners , who according 
to their Dofrine cannot be blamed 
for their obſtinacy «+ becauſe it waz 

/ never free tothem to do otherwiſe: 
'" and how ( Ipray you) could: the 
fluggard in theparable, have been 
puniſhed , for not improving his ta- 
lent, and laying it up in a napkin, if 
God had by His Decree caſt an in- 
ſolvable knot upon that napkin, 
wherein it was laid up ? 

The other opinion , will have ſc- 
candary cauſes the ſole agents ; atid 
teaches, thatGod in the firſt mould- 
ing of each creature,did dote it with 
innate qualities, ſufficient to a eve- 
ry thing requiſie for its ſubſiſtence; 
but” in fign of its ſabjeRion to its 
Maker, reſerved to Himſelf, as His 
prerogative royal, a power to bend 
and bow theſe inclinations upon ex- 
traordinary occaſions ; for the good 
of the Univerſe, or when His infal- 
lible Onniprudence ſkopld chiok 
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xpedient- Thus, when that All- 
eycing eye of the world , the Sun, 
as firſt turn'd off the frame, it had 
in Commiſsion to ſow its influences 
zver the world without any retard- 
nent ; Yet was its motion arreſted; 
mad curn'd back by an cxtraordinar 
Farrand in the dayes of Jofowa and 
edehiab, Thias they make the 
reatures reſemble a Watch , which 
afcer it is once compleated , gots by 
ts own Springs and Wheels , with- 
Dut the Artiſt's continual aſgiſtance. 
et, when cither its motion becomes 
regular , or when the owner finds 
it fit, it is unpeced, or hath its In- 
dex put forward or backward at his 
pleaſure. And this laſt, ſeems*to. 
ſuit beſt with che orinciples, both of 
Chriſtianity and Stoiciſme, With 
Chriſtianity, becauſe it gives a check 
to preſumption, and ſuffers not man 
Wco think bimſelf the ſole arbiter of 
his own condition ; becauſe God can 
eafily quaſh theſe babylon-like fan- 
cies, which his topleſs ambition is 
Rill a building ; and to his deſpair, 
D 3 becauſe 
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| dence; which only keeps theſe from 


underſtand, what the Heathen 
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becauſe a lift from the ſtrong arme 
of Providence, may heave him up 
above all his difficulties. 

This correſponds beft likewayes 
with Stoiciſme , becauſe it pulls the 
Hands of a \luggard from his boſome 
and ſetts them awork to prepare for 
himſelf, and not to repoſe his un- 
reaſonable hopes upon divine Provi- 


finkihg, who endeavour to ſwimme. Wh: 
This likewayes takes from man, all W© tu 
excuſe of {ining, not ſuffering him to }W ric 


| lay over his vitiouſneſs upon Provi- {Mac 


dence, a ſhift too ordinar amongſt {Witr 
ſach , as miſunderſtand the raſhleſ Wits 


DoQarine of the reformed Churches. 
This opinion makes us likewayes 


meant by fortune, which they term- 
ed gidaze ; what the Stoicks mean! 
by fate, which they confeſſed to bt 
zrreſiſtable ; and in what ſenſe Phi- 
loſophers concluded , that each man 
could hammer out his own fortune. 
As to the Papan's fortune, it canno: 
be thought, that ſcing it wat by f 
encm” 
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themſelves confeſl'd to be b/5n4d,that 
chey could truſt it with the reines 
of the admirably manag'd world. 
And ſcing they confe(l'd , that it was 
alwayes ſtagering and anconſtant, itt 
cannot be thought that they could 
aſcrive to it, all theſe curious and 
juſt events , which they themſelves 
admired hourly, Wherefore it is 
probable, that the Philoſophers 
having through the proſpeR of na« 
ture, and by an uninterrupted expe4 
rience, obſerved, that man ( whe 
ated from a freedom of ſpirit unre4 
ſtrained , either by 'providenee_ or 
ſtarr-influences as to his ordinar 
operations ) was. of a volatile and” 
capricious humour z- therefore they 
concluded , that the ſtate of humane 
affairs , which was framed and un- 
framed at his i|-fixt pleaſnre, be- 
hoved neceſlarily to be moſt ſub- 
je to changes. And that ſcivg the 
victories of Ceſar , depended upon 
the inclinations of his ſouldiers, who 
by abandoning him , world fetch 
his proſperity away with them 
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they had reaſon therefore to term, 
his fortune Frail and expoſed t 
hazard. 
Thos the advancment of the ref 
| "a Courtier is uncertain, becauſei 
bings from the humor of his Prine 
whoſe ſpirit hath ſome aflay of ut 
conſtancy,as well as hath that of th 
fearfull ſubje& , who trembls und 
his ona And thus the oyl-co: 
ſumiog Studenr, can promiſe himſc 
no applauſe, becauſe the'/paralytid 
hand ofthe multitudes fancies, hol 
the ſcales wherein his abilities ar 
weighed, _ 
In fine , fortzne was nothing t 
theſe Ancients, but the unbody 
Freedom of mans will, confiderei 
abſtraQly from all particular perſon 
and the innate qualities of all othe! 
creatures, ( which, becauſe the 
are mortal, muſt therefore be chang 
able ) then which nothing is mot 
inconſtant, nothing more blind. 
' The other branch of divine Pro 
vidence , which conſiſts in the fu 


preme Authority , Whereby God 
make! 
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nakes all humane inclinations run 
ometime againſt the byafle of their 
pecifick nature, was by them termed 
«te. And this in their mythologie 
hey fabled to be an Adamant chain, 
vhich they. faſtned to the foot of 
Pupiter's chair, meaning by its ada» 
mnantine nature , that it wa$ hard ta 
ze brok like the Adamant ; and by 
ning it to-7#piter”s chair, that it 
as the product of the Almighty's 
Dower. Thus fortune and fate, 
were tothem bur the right and left 
hands of chriſtian providence, 

Theſe embodyecd angels, the Sto 
icks, finding that fortunes megrim 
could not be cured, nor fates decrees 
reſcinded,and yet reſolviog,in ſpighe 
of all external accidents, to ſecure ta. 
themſelyes 2 calmneſs of ſpirit ; did 
place their happineſs in the contempe 
of all theſe follies , whoſe bloſlomesg 
fortune could not blaſt, and ſoughr 
for happineſs: in an. agquieſcence 'ta 
all which providence did unalterably 
decree ; So that neither fortune nor 
fate could Rand in the way of their 
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happineſs, becauſe rhey NMighted the 
one,and ſubmitred to the other. 

- And in this ſenſe, each man in 
their ſchools, was admitted to be 
Maſter-of-work to his owh fortune: 
and that without diſparaging the 
omnipotent power of the great For- 
tune-maker , in ſubmſſion to whom 
their happineſs was plac'd. 

-  Albeic the knowledge - and ac- 
knowledgment of a God, be the ba- 
ſis of true Stoiciſme , and a firmer 
one then - any the Heathens could 
pretend to ;. Yet, that knowledpe of 
Him, which by the curiofity of 
School-men and the bigotrie of 
Tuab-preachers, 'as now formed in a 
Body of Divinityis of all others the 
feaſt neceſſary and the moſt dange- 
rous- And whereas we did ſee God 
but in a Glaſs formerly , that: Glaſs 
' 15 now fo miſted. and ſoyl'd by each 
Pedant's flegmatick breath, that it is 
hard to ſee Him-at all, but impoſſible 
ro ſee Him there. And toextend a 
little that myſterious analogy ; we 
ate ſaid to behold God here, as. ina 
re ES oe og 'Glaſs 
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Glaſs;and as objeds are beſt perciev- 
ed in the ſmoctheſt mirrors ; So the 
plaineſt deſcriptions of Him, are ſtill 
the trueſtz for when He is ſeen by 
Atheiſts in the globe-glaſs of their 
infidelity , He appears leſs then re- 
ally He 1s » when beheld by the Pa- 
]4ns in the multiplying Glaſs of Pa- 
ganiſme , He appears. many 3 and 
when He is look*t upon in the mag- 
nifying Glaſs of Superſtition,though 
He appear. but one, Yet Heis miſre- 
preſented, becauſe He js repreſented, 
25 more terrible then He deſires to 


appear: and ordinarily the better cut 
Glaſſes are, and the more artificial), 
the warſe the face 1s by them repre- 
ſented. 


That firſt Curſe which did ſowe Theo- 
all the world with - briers and #922: 
thorns, did, of all other things, fall 
moſt heavily upon the foul of man. 
Which becauſe it was chief in the 
tranſgreſsion , ought in reaſon to 
have been moſt tortured in the - pu. 
piſhment, And now his diſquiered 
4 Os ſpirit 
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ſpirit, is daily pierc'd with the 
prickles of thornie diſputes and de- 
bates : which, as like briers, they 
produce no fruit fit for alimenting 
that noble half of man, which is his 
rational ſoul; So do they, like 
thorns, pierce his tender conſcience, 
and to ſcrew his torments to their 


biphelt pinn ; the thoughts of God, 


and of ſetelment in Him, which like 
balme ſhould cure theſe ſores, is be- 
come that hemlock, which occaſions 
his diſtraRions, and poyſons his me- 
dirations. For , albeit the Herocs 
of the primitive Church , did give 
milk in abundance to Infant=chriſtj- 
2nS ; Yet, many of their ſucceſſors, 
have mixt it ſo with the tart vinegar 
of contention,that that milk beginns 
now tocrudle, and ſo is become 
foathſome to the appetite of tender 
believers. For, moſt of Church» 
men, being idle,and concieving, that 
" if they raught only -the-holy Scrip- 
rures, their vocation might by Laicks 
be underyalued as eaſy z and that 

they would be depyed that applauſe, 
- 0” 100" OO 


Ow RR HW rr ww Www WT } FF TH TEUTONIC 


——— 


which was due to quaintneſſe of wit, 
eſpecially 10 A ſetledChurch, where- 
in Church-men could not draw re- 
verence from the people, by Oracles, 
ax did the heathen Priefts ; nor by 
prophecies and miracles,” as did the 
Servants of the moſt High,under the 
old and new Teltaments. Did there- 
fore , according to their private if- 
clinations, frame each to himſelf a 
new kind of Divinity» The more 
prazmatick ſort, and theſe whoſe 
humour was edged with choler, in- 
vented polemick or controverted di- 
vinity- And ſo by aninteftine and 
civil war of opinions , raiſed within 
the bowels of Religion; did waſte 
and pillage thar holy Canaan, which 
formerly flowed with the milk of 
fincere DoArine , and the honey of 
divine Conſolations” And then, 
that precious blood, which formerly 
purpled only pagan-ſcaflolds , dyed 
now the ſwords of fellow-believers: 
who, to propagate their private 
judgment , buried Churches nnder 
their rubbiſh,fed the birds of morn 
Wit 
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with the carcaſes of pious ahd reve. 
rend Church-men ; and by the mad 
bands of bigott opiniaſtriry,brok to 
pieces all the ſacred bonds of natural 
and civil duties : and thus they raif- 
ed the devil of contention, whom 
they could not lay again; and 
made this Itch of diſputing,turn the 
Scab of the Church. 

. Others agaitgzin whoſe brains ſal- 
len melancholy, form'd phantomes 
and ideas,invented ſcolaſtick Theolo= 
gy; and theſe, in abſtra& cells,ere&ed 
a Mint-houſe for coyning the droſs 
of their own contemplations, into 
wonderfull bombaſt notions : and to 
make them go current, in the ſuffer- 
1ng Church, gave them the s7wpreſſa 
of Theology. | 

A third ſort, not able to ſoare 
their pitch in the sky of Invention, 
reſolved to ſet up a correſpondence 
with heaven : and this they called 
enthuſiaſtick, or inſpired, Theology. 
And theirCabbins were Poſt-houſes, 
where one might know what was 
reſolved lately in the conclave of 
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heaven, whether the Kibg or Parlia» 
ment was to wear the Lawrels, and 
what ſhould be the iflue of our pi- 
ous rebellions. Theſe could likewiſe 
caſt the horoſcop of your ſalvation; 
and invented a ſpecies of Phyfiogno= 
my» whereby they could tell if the 
marks of Grace dwelt upon « faces 
and if one had the traits of an cle 
child of God. After this faſhion 
did they propheſie their own fancies, 
and call that Providence only which 
made for them. 

There wants not ſome likewayes, 
who,out of a well meaning deſire, 
to make the lamp of truth darte irs 
rayes with the clearer ſplendor, ſnuff 
it ſonearly, that they extinguiſh it 
quyt : and leavs us nothing bur the 
ſtink of its ſnuff; like ſome curious 
Phyſicians, who purge ſo frequent- 
ly , that they deſtroy the body en- 
truſted to their cure» We in this 
Iſland have met with ſome cf theſe 
Charletans , Who, I am conficent, 
purged ofcner both Church and 
State, then Zyfe, the beloved phyſi- 
cian, 
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cian, would have preſcrived, if we 
had had the good fortune to have 
been his Patients. 

The taleſt wite is not able to 
reach heaven, albeit (1 know ) ma- 
ny disjoint their witts in ſtretching 
them too high in the inquiry of its 
myſteries: Neither impute I our 
ſhorc-coming in the knowledge of 
_ theſe myſteries ,. ſolly to their 0b- 
ſtruſneſs ; but, T believe, our medi- 
tations are more clouded jn relation 
to theſe, then really they need to be, 
becauſe of their-innate frailty : for 
we ſee, that ſome who are maſters of 
much reaſon in things humane, be- 
tray much folly in their devotions: 
wherefore, I am induced to believe, 
that it fares with the ſoul in this, as 
uſually it doth with the body, whoſe 
pulls are proportionally the weaker, 
as the thing graſp'd-after is plac'd 
above its true reach. And ſo theſe 
arrogant Pretenders pull but faint- 
ly, becauſe rhey raiſe their med1- 
tations too high on their tip-toes : 
whereby they are difabl'd from im- 

ploying 
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ploying alþ their natural! vigonr, 
in pulling at theſe weighty and 
ſublime Truths , which they catch, 
hot by that eorner which is neareſt, 
s meanner witts do, ( and fo- are 
nore ſucceſsfull ) but endeavour a 
etch at what in Divinity is higheſt; 
yy which ecffore, their endeavours 
xre fainter, then theſe whoſe ſpirit 
s of a lefler ſize. And theſe coloflus 
itts, become the greateſt Hereticks, 
s theſe ordinarily are moſt burnr, 
yhoſe fingers ofceſt ſir up fires, and 
s Chirurgians have moe cuts and 
ounds, then any other Mechanicks, 
ho handle not ſo oft theſe wonnd- 
ng tools. 1tis not fit that mortal 
nan ſhould wreſtle roo much with 
heſe myſteries, leaſt his reaſon, like 
«cob, be forc'd to come off, halting. 
Nothing hath more bufied my 
houghts, then to find a reaſon why 
he Heathens , who were as aſfidn- 
us and zealous too in the worſhip | 
f their pods , as we Chriſtians, did 
ever frequent Sermons, nor knew 
30 ſuch part of divine Service ; 
whereof 
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whereof ( probably ) che reafoni way 
becauſe their Governors ( whoſe 
commands amongſt them were the 
ſole cre hiatiess of all Eccleſ1a- 
ftick /Riteo)fearell,tharChurch- -men, 
if they had been licenc'd to harangue 
to the people, wonld have influenc'd 
roo much that groſs body : which 
was the reaſon likewayes,why in the 
primitive Church ( as one of their 
Hiſtorians obſerves) ex formula 
populo predicabant , tantum anti- 
qnitas timebat Injpoyoyss, They 
preached only approved Sermons, 
\ fo much did antiquity fear theſe 
leaders of the people, a practice, as 
Is reported , lately renewed by the 
Duke of Ruſſe 4: and this Pt 
alſo to have been the reaſon , why 
all Lirurgies have prick't texts for 
their Preachers, leſt if they had been 
lefr a freedom in their choice, they 
hadehoſe ſuch as might, in the let- 
ter, . have ſuited beſt with ſuch ſedi- 
tious Libels as are now obtruded 
upon the people, in licu of pious ho- 
milies, at remarkable or feſtival oc- 

caſions- 
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caſfions- + Yer, thiok, chat our late 
DeRors, who can find all Doctrine 
in any text, would cafily have elud- 
ed chat canonick defigne. If we 
(bould parallel the homilies , which 
theſe renowned Fathers have lefr, 
as Legacies, to poſterity, with theſe 
which our age runs after, we would 
find, that the firſt were pointed leſ- 
ſons of mortification ; which, like 
Moſes rod, could draw puſhes of 
rears from the rocky hearts of the 
noft obdured ſinners ; whereas ma- 
ny of theſe laſt are but State-gazets, 
wherein the people are informed, 
what. are the, reſolves: of the civil 

zpiſtrate : And whereas their fic(t 
iſtitution made them Ambaſſadors 
f glad-tydings betwixet God and 

1s people, they have made them- 
elves Heraulds, to denounce warres 
etwixt God's Vice-gerent and Hjs 
ubjefts. Thus; Peter's fucceffors 
vill oft times , hike himſelf, rather = 
raw the ſword:then watch for their 

alters» And fince our Savyiour 
lth difarmed them,as He did Peter; 

= an 
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wo and filled th gir hands with thekeyes, 

theſe who offend-them are ſare tg 
ger over the head with theſe. - 1 
confefſe, God hath" not left Hi 
Church without ſome skilfall Pilots, Mi 
to lead in His ſervanes,. with ſecuri 
ty,co the harbour of Salvation : t: 
whom this Diſcourſe and it's Ai 
thor ſhall pay all reſpe&s. 

Moſt of arr Churches do, like coy 
ftri#- maids , lace their bodies ſo ftrai 
= of that they bring on them a conſun 
che, hen; -"and will have the gates diffi 

* heaven to have been only made fol! 
\ themſelves: -and as this nigardi 
neſs hath poſſeſt Charches , ſo fronlili 
that root hath Rem'd: the churliſ: 
neſs of ſome private Chriſtians, whilllice 
will allow God bur 2 moſt inco 
fiderable number of theſe whe 
He hath admicted to make .up H 
viſible Church. Thus, fome Paſto 
will only ' admic two or three to blth: 
gueſts ar the Lord's Table , allow 
ing no wedding garment, but wh 
\ 6 of their'own ſpinoing 1 and orhen 
with their uncharjtable hands, bit 
vl 
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the names of al # we cg > bes 
out of the Books of Life, as if. they 
were keepers. of His Re aiſters. and 
Rolls; and will only have ata | 
in che Ehorch, [inane the three 
x four Siſters, who are ſo ſrugal of 
their deyotions , 2s to ſpare them ax 
home,to the end, they may be liberal 
oublick, But both theſe ſhould con” 
ber, that the new. fernſalers is ſaid 
ro have moe gares.then one ; that 
22h in his Rewelatios tells us, that 
iWoumberleſs numbers were ſeen fol- 
lowing the Lamb ; and that ic 1s not 
ſ obeble.cha the wiſe Framer of 


oniworld made ſuch a ſpacious dwe ing 


35 heaven , to be inbabiged by ſo in- 
conſiderable a bumber: whereas hell 
(in the geography of believed tradi- 
ation) is only the ſmall kernel of this 

ſmall ſhell :be earch, I know, that 

Wmnany are called ind few choſen ; - and 

What the way is ſtrait, and fevy cater 
in at it: But we ſhould confider,thas 
theſe choſen, are ſaid ro be few, in re- - 
ll ſpe only of theſe many whoarecal- 
| le: Which is molt certain ; for gen 

E 4  pares 
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Parts of eleven are Pagans or Mahu-i ,. 
metans, ( and all are called) of that gi 
_elevnth part,many are malitious Hee, 
reticks; -and amongſt the reſiduc = 
many are flagitious and publick fi 

ners ; So that albeir the greateſt parMW.þ 
of the regular members of the viſibM; ic 
Church were ſav'd, Yet the number; 
would be ſmall in compariſon 6 


theſe others : The body of the vi 


* f#ible Churth, muſt ( like all othe 


} 
an 
bodies ) be compounded of contra, 
ry elements. And albeit I am not offfall 
opinion, that this body ſhould be 
ſauffer'd to ſwell with hmones yet 
I would not wiſh ; that it ſhould | 
macerated with purgations. It 
nails" '( though bur excrementitiouj 
parts) ſhould not be ſo nearly pair'd 
as that the body may bleed ; yet, 
they ſhould be ſo pared,as chat chri- 
Kians may not ſcratch one another. 
They ſhould feed , not upon blood, 
but milk : and they are ugmanner]y 
gueſts, who will not ſuffer others to 
fit at their Maſters table with them 
"It Pleaſes my humour to con- 
tewplat, 


Us 
Nat 


r 0iog of miracles? For , doubtleſs, 


* Mcnſual qualities are only wreſted ; 
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eemplat, how »- that albeit all Reli- 


gions war againſt one another z yet, 
are all of them governed by the ſame 
principles, and eyen by theſe prin- 
iples, in effeRt, which they ſee to 
bominat- Thus , albeit the cefſa- 
ion of miracles be cryed down by 
any yet, do the moſt bigor relate, 
hat miracles have been. wrought 
yy the founders of their Hierarchies, 
and what propheſies they have ora- 
uloufly pronounced. ' . And: ſeivg 
ll confeſs, that God, in our dayes, 
rreaks the proſperous upon the ſame 
heel , on whoſe top they did but 
lately trinmph ; making fortwxe 
adopt the oppreſt in their vice ; why 
ould we talk ſo much of the ceaſ- 


heſe effeRs are in policy, as contrair 
to nature , as are the ſwimming of 
Iron, or ſweetning of rivers ; or_ra- 
ther more : Seing in the firſt, mans 
will is forc'd..( without which, ſuch 
revolations could not be effeAuar- 
ed) whereas: in the laſt, dull and 
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"which , as they arc nor ſd excelleny, 
:#0, 462brlefs,” are not able to mak! 
yo refiſtance as the Soul of man; 
Tſhould rather chink, that thy 

ben. become old .muft ,doubt 
lefs,be more dim-fighted (as all ke 
things are ) rien fortnerly ; 
therefore, God doth now Freſen 
greater objeds of admiration to on 
eyes hes He did formerly ; For 
man is become ſo atheiſtical}, that i 
God i ae fr FH medieatior 
with ſuch infallible eeſtimonies 0 
the being of an irrefiſtable-power 
he would, doubtleſs, ſhake of all re 
ſolations of ſubmitting.” ” Thus, w 
ſee chat in all the' tra& of Jobs! 
Revelations, miracles ' prow ſt 
more frequent, the nearer the worl 
draweth to it's grave ; and , like al 
- 'Other bodies, the weaker it becomes 
the more ſubje& it is to all akers 
tions, and the leſs is niture able to 
refiſt.. Andjt would appear , th 
If miracles were re = hi fot 
the eſtabliſhment © z eve 
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cede to.it,and to make an ex? at it's 
eatry.; much more, ſhould miracles 
be neceſlar , for fixing any Religion 
againſt che received conſtitutions of 
z previouſly ſettled Church. But 

to proſecace my firſt deſign, it is re- 

markable , that albeit infallibility be 
not by all, conceded to any militant 
Church; yet, it is aſſumed by all : 
Neither is there any Church under 

the Sun, which would not fix the 
name of heretick , and account him 
(almoſt) reprobat,, who would re- 

fuſe td acknowledpe the leaſt ratio- 
nal of their Prigciples : and thus 

theſe Church-men pull up the lad- 
ders from the reach of others, after 
they have by them ſcal'd the walls 
of prefermear_ themſelves, Thar 
Church-men ſhould immerſe them>+ 
ſelyes in things civil, is thought eX= 
centrick to-theje. ſphere, cven 5» or- 
dine ad ſpiritntalia: And yet,eveh 
the Capuchins, who arethe greateſt 
pretenders to abſtra&t Chriſtianity 
and Mortification, do, of all others, 
off] %pth moſt jo things. civil- The 
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The Vittuoſo 
_ Phanaticks enveigh againſt Presby.. 
cerian Gowns. The Presbyterian 
fears the Epiſcopal lawn Sleeves, and 
thinks them the whore of Babel”; 
ſhirt. - The Epi/copift flouts at the 
popiſh Robes, as the livery of the 
beaſt, The Antinomien emanci- 
pats his diſciples from all obedience 
co the Law. The Proteſtant en- 
Joyn good works, and ſuch are com- 
manded, but place no merit in them, 
The Row an-catholick thinks he me- 
rits io his obedience. 'The ' Phana- 
#ich believs the Lords Supper bur a 
ceremony , though taken with very 
little outward reſpe&t. The Presby- 
terian allowes it, but will not kneel, 
The Epiſcopif# kneels, bur will not 
adore it- The Catholick mixeth 
adoration with his kneeling. And 
etius, moſt of all Religions are made 
up of the ſame elements, / albeit their 
aſymbolick qualities predomine ' in 
fomemore then in others.And if that 
maxime hold, that Aj C3 111104 
uou variant ſpeciem, we may pro- 
nounce- all of 'them to be one Re- 
SY Marr The 
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The Church, like che river Ni 

lw,can hardly condeſcend where it's 
head lyes ; and as all condeſcend thar 
che Church is z* multitude of chri- 
ſtians, ſo. joyn all their opinians, and 
you ſhall find that they will have ir 
co have , like the multitude , many 
heads. But 1n this (as in all Articles, 
not abſolutely neceſlar for being ſa- 
ved ) -I make the Laws of my coun- 


trey to be my Creed 3 and that a - 
clear deciſion herein is oor abſolute-. 


ly neceflar for Salvation, 1s clear 
from. this, that many poor Clowns 
ſhall be ſaved , whoſe conſcierce is 
nor: able to teach their judgments 
how to decide this controverſie, 
wherein ſo many heads have been 
confounded, ſo many bave been loſt, 


and ſo many have been ſ(hrewdly 


knockt againſt one. another z from 
which flinry collifians, much fare, bur 
little light, hath ever burſt forth. 

God, by His Omniſcience, fore- 
ſeeing , that it was too dazicing 2 
fight for the pur-blind eyes of man's 
ſeu), to behold Him invironed ep 

if! I 1 
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the rayes of divine Majeſty , did be: 
ſtow upon as,three mirrours, where 
in we might contemplat. Him (as y 
uſe ro-look upon the-Sun in a tub 0 
awartcr ,' not- daring eye His native 
ſplendor )- the. one was the mirrout 
ofthe Law, the ſecond is the wor| 
of the Creation, and the third is the 
Soul of mn, which He Himſelf bat 
cold us is framed afcer His own glc 
:rjions Image. _ 

As for the firſt mirrour,the Law 
God knowing that 5»ſtint?, or as w 
terme it, 4 natural con/cience, welt 
complear digeſts of all that man wa 
to obſerve, He did make that mirrout 

very little, a volumne of only ew: 
pages ;- but thzt mirrour is, of late 
 ſomullered about, by marginal Notes 
and Commentars, that che mirror 
ir ſelf is almoſt over- ſpread by them 
- and it is very obſcrvable, hae; inth 
- holy Regiſters,theLaw is ; ſtill abridg- 
- ed, bur we never ſee_it cnlarg'd: 
' For,, "albeit the fundamental Laws 
of both Tables were packed up in 
_—_ CO Ho 
was 
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* or Stoick, 
ſums them'in theſe two , fear the 
Loyd tby God With all thy heart, and, 
tove thy nerghbony as thy ſelf... And 
che Apoſtle P «#1, in his divine Epi» 
ſtles,. profeſſes , that he defires to 

now only Chriſt, and Him craci- 
fied : So, rthar I am confident, that 
if our Saviour were to preach in 
perfor, once more to the world, He 
would enveigh againſt ' our Caſuiſts, 
as much as He did againſt theJewiſh 
Talmadiſts; for, che one: as well 
as the other , are equally puilty of 
bardening the ſhoulders of weak 


chriſtians, with the unneceflary traſh 


of humane inventions. For ;/ I re- 
member to'have ſeena late Caſniſt, 
drfpute - contentiouſly amongſt his 
other caſes, whirher Tobacco , raken 
in the "morning , did brezk a come 
mandedfalt ornot> To which, af- 
ter a feayeriſh confli&, his wiſdom, 
forſooth, returns this oraculous an= 
fwer; That if Tobacco be taken at 
-the noſe, breaks not the faſt; but 
sf st be taken at the mouth, then it 
breaks the fafts. Which, becauſe I 


made 
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TheVirtuoſo, 
made a Collaſterion berwixt the Cx- 
 ſuiſts and the Talmudiſts, I (hall on- 
ly mention | our of the Talmude 
(which was the 7ews comment up. 
onthe Law ) a caſe, exaQly. parallel 
to this 2 wherein is decided, that if 
x man carry a burden on the Sab- 
bath day, upon both his ſhoulders, 
then he is guilty of breach of Sab: 
bach, but that he is nor guilty if he 
_ carry it upon one (ſhoulder. Av to 
my own private. judgment, ( which 
IT ſubmitt to my ſpiritual tutors') 1 
think , that ſcing the conſcience of 
man, is the ſame facalty with the 
judgment when converſant about 
ſpiricual imployments (as the word 
ovr:Þneis which imports a knows 
ledge reflexive upon a man's own 
ſelf, dath abundantly evidence) that 
rhercfore, as there are judgments of 
different tempers ; So han are like- 
wiſe conſciences of different frames: 
and which vary as much amongſt 
themſelves, as natural conſtitutions 
do. And therefore, as the ſame 
Doſe would. proye noxious to one 
con- 
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conſtitution, wherein another would 
fnd his health; So. in one and the 
ſame a>, that reſolution may be 
ſaving to one conſcience, which may 
condemn- another: for, ſceing God 
hath kindled a rorch: in each mans 
breaſt , by whoſe flame he may ſee 
what path he ſhould beat. In 
which ſenſe it is ſaid , Prov. 20. 27» 
That the wnderſtandivg of man # 
the candle of the Lord ; and can that 
light miſlead ? And ſeing man muſt 
be anſwerable according to what it 
preſcrives to him,doubtleſs ir 18 fizeer 
that he ſhould hearken to the reite» 
rated diQates of his conſcience, than 
to the reſolution of any Schookca= 
ſuiſt: and that for the ſame reaſon, 
that"it is more rational to obey the 
Law it ſelf, than the wiſeſt Lawier, 
who may either be deceived himſelf, 
or have a deſign to deceive others. 
For if God hath endued man with 
every thing neceſfary for . working 
our the work of his ewn Salvation, 
with fear and trembling, He hath 
goubtleſs beſtowed upon him-un in« 

rh ternal 
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 Etrnaſ touch-ſtone, by whoſe teſt he 
may diſcern betwixt good and evil ; 
ſeing to command man to walk 
uptightly; and not to beſtow on 
himeyes to ſee the road, wete to 
command a blind man to walk , und 
to peniſh him if. he wene aſtray, 
And as the compoſure. of man's bo. 
dy, would be imperfe&t and manck, 
h if he wanted a palate to diſcern be- 
wixt the talt, of what is whotſome, 
or what. is putrid ; So: if the foul of 
man were not able ro know its own 
duty, and by the palate of a natural 
conſcience,to difference betwixt laws 
full «nd unlawfull : certainly the 
foal might be thought to be bur ill 
appointed. Thus, beaſts are by an 
intrinſick principle caoghr their du- 
ty, and do accordingly ſhun or fol- 
low what is convenient for them, 
without conſulting any thing from 
without. And (hall man be leſs per- 
ſpicatious, or more defe&ive then 
theſe? As alſo ſcing man is oftimes 
by thouſands of oceafions, remoyed 
far from the aſſiſtzace of Chair or 
nd 


Palpit-ibformers ; and in that bis 
retiredneſs, bath moſt of theſe caſes 
ro be reſolved 3 it were-.abſurd to 
chink that he chen wants ſufficiency 
of helpfor their reſolution. Andie 
is moſt obſervable in Scripture, chat 
men ere oft check'd for quenchiog 
the Spirit, but never for not conſule- 
ing Caſuiſts. I know it may be 
thought, that when the ſoul of man 
rages at ſomerime in a feaver of luſt, 
revenge, or ſome ſuch lin, that then 
the conſcience may rave; Yet I darc 
ſay, thar albeit the ſoul, out; of. an 
inordinat defire ro enjoy its own 
pleaſures, may. ſer its invention a 
work, ito palliat the finfulneſs of 
what it deſires ; yet by ſome ſecret 
knell, the conſcience. ſounds fill its 
reproof, And I dare ſay, that ne- 
ver man erred without a check from 
his conſcience 3 nor that ever any 
finned, after an approdation obtained 
from'his conſcience of what he was 
about : and when we aſſent ro theſe 
Doors, is it not becauſe our con- 
ſejences, or our jadgmeats ( which 
| are 
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are the ſame\) aſſent , ro what they 
inform ? which evidences, that our 
cooſciences are more to be behieved, 

then'they , by that rule, Propter 
quod unumqnodg 'eſt rale, ec. but 
to convince us of the folly of our ad- 

dreſſes to theſe: Dotors. It may, 

and often doth fall out, chat that 
may be a ſin-in me, which a Caſuiſt 
pronounces to be. none, as if my 
breaſt did ſugpelt to megthat i it were 
{ſin to buy Church-lands ; if there- 

after I'did buy them, ir were doubt- 
leſs a fin, albeir my DoRors,follow- 
ing 'the Canons of their particular 
Church, aſſured me, that rhe ſale of 
Chorch- lands were no fin in. it ſelf. 
T'am confident then, that this Caſu- 
iſt- divinity, hath caken ics riſe from 
the defire Church-men had to know 


the myſterie of each man's breaſt,and 


to the end, nothing of import, might 


be undertaken without conſulting 


their Cell ; perſwading men,thar 5» 


ordine ad [ [pirituatia , their. a 


ences, and conſequently their Salva- 


tion; may be intereſted in eyery civil 
affairs 
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affair. And eo confirm this,.it is 
moſt obſervable , that this trade-is 
moſt uſed by Ze/#ir5andInnovators, 
who deſire to know all intrigues 
and ſubvert all States , whereas: the 
primitive Church Knew no ſuch Di- 
vinity, neither hath its DoRtors left 
any ſuch Volumns. 

Tt may be urged, that ſcing the 
conſcience is but. a reflex a& of the 
judgment, that as the judgment is 
2n unſure guid, the conſcience can- 
not pretend to be infallible ; and that 
the one, as well as the other, is tu- 
tor'd by the fallacious principles of 
ſenſe and*cuſtow: And I my ſelf 
have ſcen my Land(-lady,in Fraxce, 
as much troubled in conſcience for 
oving us fleſh to cat in Lent, as if 
ſhe had caſt out the fleſh of a chri- 
ſtian to.be devoured by dogs ; and ſo 
Atheiſme may attribute to cuſtom, 
theſe inclinations whereby we are 
acted-on to believe a Deity ; and 
may tell us, that the Mahumetans 
find themſelves as much prickt in 
conſcience, for tranſgreſfling their 
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Prophets canons,as we for offending 
againſt the moral Law. And thy; 
the adoring of a Deity- might hay: 
at firſt been brooded in the council. 
chamber of a Stateſ- mans head, and 
yet tnight have been,at that time by 
the vulgar, and thereafter by the 
wiſeſt pates , worſhipped with pro- 
found reſpeRs : .Yer, if we pry nar- 
rowly into this conceit,we ſhall find 
in it ſomething of inſtin& previots 
ro all forgeries poſſible. For, what 
was it ( I pray you) which encou- 
raged, or ſuggeſted to theſe Polity 
cians, that ſuch a thing as the Deit 
might be difſembled to their peopl: 
for their impoſing that cheat, pre- 
Jappofed ſome pre-exiſting notion 
of it? Or, how entred that fancic 
firſt in their wild heads > Or, how 
could ſo many contemporary , and 
yet far diſtaft, Legiflators, fall upon 
the ſame thoughts,eſpecialy,it being 
ſo remote from/ex/e;and for framing 
of which ##ea,their experience could 
never farniſh a pattern ? _—— 
then mult be fomerhing <llc on i 
| the 
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the fumes of melancholy , ,; Or, capri- 
cio's of fancie; for elſe, roarit 
Gallants, who are little troubled, or 
can eaſily conquer all other fancics,. 
would not be ſo haunted þy theſe 
pricking pangs ; which if they were 
not infallibly divine, behooved to * 
be meerly ridiculous, and to want 
all ſupport from reaſon ,or expe- 
rICnCCes 
There is another fyle of caſes of 
conſcience, which js a-Cadet of that 
ſame family ; and theſe are ſuch 
caſes as were the brood of theſe late 
times , which, Ike Inſe&s -and un- 
clean creatures, may be ſaid gener- 


rs ex putrs materia: an inſtance__ 


whereof, was that famous Siſter, 
who ask'd. if ſhe was ,oblidg'd to cx- 
ecute her-catt for killing a mouſe up- 
on the. Sabbath. This was a Theo- 
logy, tapght by: old dottipg Wives, 
and ſtudied by State-expeRants, 
who, to gain applauſe ;.and in hops 
ro mount yp 15 s Sadle , made 


uſe of this pilded ti civke I ſhall 


not inveigh "A t j, fe- 
iog 
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ing it bath not pofſeſt mens conceit 
ſo long, as to have preſcrived the 
tittle of Divinity ; but , like a me. 
teor, Which, becanſe it is fixt | to ng 
Orbe, and is bar a maſs of inflamed 
yapours , doth therefore. diſappear 
immediatly, how ſoon its ſubſtance 
flaſhes out ; and its aſhes are now 
entomb'd in the ſame clay with it 
brother twain,that pious NV on- ſenſe 
wherein God Almighty was treatef 


with in familiar and not in fupe 
' SIOUrs 


7th As Goddidlight the candle of ; 
= nn £121 conſcience ,- in each privat 
reaſt ; So hath He hung up the 

- amp of the Scriptures, in the bod 

of His Charch ; and theſe we my 

| call the conſcience of the Church 
whilſt triumphant. Which ſom 

by the breath of their vanity , an 

© ſtormes of their paſſion, cndeavout 

' to blow out, whilſt others; make n 
other afe of its Lighr, then ro ſhe 
"chem where';ro find a jeſt, Ani 

- withja th Artqes of this ws | 
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zlded, all the prophane race of man- 
ind; 'As to theſe firſt (who ſhould | 
e firſt, becauſe they are Sathan's- 
rſ- hero, and ſo deſerve a double- 
Prtion of this reproof ) they con- 
nd, thar the Scriptures are wriren 
3 a mean and low ſtile ; are in ſome 
laces £00 myſterious, fr others too 
bſcure 5 contain many things in- 
edible, many repetitions,and many 
pntradictions. © Bur theſe” miſcre- 
ts ſhould conſider , that much of 
he Scriptures native ſplendor i is im- 
red by its Tranſlators, who , fear- 
s to fall within the verge of the 
rſe pronounced againſt ſuch as 
ould -pair from, or adde to, any 
hing contained in that divine Book, 
ere, and are willing, that their. 
ranſlation ſhould want rather the 
uſtre,then meaning of the Original. 
\s alſo of all Tongues, I believe the 
ebrew admits leaſt of a Tranflati- 
Mn ; eſpecially into northern Lang- 
ages : for as theſe Nations differ 
eaſt in cheir expreſſions, who, be- 
on, \F2uſe of their commerce or contigut- 
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The Firtuoſo, 
ty, have the molt frequent converſes 
So doubtleſs , the 7ews and we, by 
this Rule, ſhould in language hold 
the leaſt correſpondence. © And be- 
cauſe there is no pure fountain of 
this Tongue left, beſides the Bible, it 
muſt be hard to underſtand its ex- 
preffions 5 wherein the Tranſlators 
can find little or oo help from the 
variety and, collation of Authors, 
And ſeing this Book- was penn'd in- 
differently, forall Ages, Nations and 
Sexes, it was fit thar its ſtile ſhould 
have been condelpenylng. for theſe 
who are tall;can pull the fruit which 
hangs low , whereas theſe who arc 
Jow,cannot pull what pearch's high, 
And itis very obſcrvable,that where 
the fruit is greateſt and ripeſt, there 
the branch whereon it hangs, bowes 
loweſt. When God appeared to 
Elijah, Kings 19. there came firſt 
a terrible wind , thereafter a great 
earthquake, and then fire ; and yet 
God was in none of theſe, but ſpoke 
in the ſhrill ſmall voice. His divine 
Providence hath ſo order'd it, that 

Our 
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Or Storch, 
our cohviction cahnot be aſcrib'd to 


the fard of Eloquence nor ſlight of 
Logick , but merely to the truth gf 


what is therein repreſented : our Sa- 
viour, will with clay and ſpitle, illu- 


minate our eyes, as He did theſe of ' 


the other blind man in the Goſpel. 
And ſuch is the ſtrength of His dis 
vine Arme, that He can vanquiſh Sa- 
than, misbelief and ignorance with 
any weapon» And as we think the 


Sun's circumference but little, be» 


cauſe it is fituated ſo far above us; 
So we conclude theſe truths and ex- 


cellencies bur mean, becauſe they are 


plac'd above our frail reach,and will 
blame the Scriptures, when the fault 
Jurks in our ſelves, that great Phy(i- 
cian will cure us, like an artiſt, with 
ſimples, ſpecifick for our diſeaſe, and 
not like a Charletay, with perfumed 
and pilded nothings. It is not all- 
wayes the beſt mettal, which carries 
the pleaſingeſt impreſſ«; nor doth 
the painted candle caſt the cleareſt 
light. There are many things in 
Scripture z which becauſe of our 

wan, * 
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The Virtuoſo, 
recs) to becrooked , albeit they be 
ſtreight, Why Abraham ſhould 


have kill*d his ſon 1ſaac ; or the 1/- 
raclites have borcawed' and not re. 


ſtored che egyptian Ear- rings, ſtag» 


2ers not my belief : for theſe be- 
Jong'd to God,and neither to Abra. 
ham,nor the Egyptians : and ſoGod 
might have given order to any He 
pleaſed to recieve them : and theſe 
who obey'd, were no more guilty, 
then ſuch are , who by order from 
the Maſter, recieve what he did for- 
merly lend to others. And as to its 
repetitions , they differ, no doubt, 
from one another ; albeit we ( who 
chink all things removed, though by 
a litele diſtance from us , of one 
ſhape ) judge ill, in judging other- 
wiyes. Agdas anexcellent perſon 
hach well ob feryed, God hath. ap- 
pointed theſe reiterated expreſſions, 
to be as ſo many witneſſes, to con- 
vince Hereticks and others, who 
ſhould call the meaning of any one 
place in queſtion, or wreſt it by what 
preceeds or followes it. As 


Or. toich;, © _- 

As to theſe others, in whom the 
wine of God's conſolations, ( by be- 
iog winded ia the crackt veſſels of 
their heads ) turns into the tare vi- 
negar of prophane Satyres, I con- 
dole their condition : for, that ſto- 
mach muſt be very corrupt, wherein: 
the beſt of aliment putrifies moſt ; 
ang probably , that indigeſted mjlk, 
being converted in excrementilious 
bile and humours, may. caſt thems in 
a feaver which ſhall never cool to all 
eternity» 1 pity likewayes theſe, 
who, out of an in-advertent (and as 
they think, finleſs) humour, jeſt 
with theſe divine truths; like fooliſh. 
children, .who love rather to ſpore 
with their meat then eat it. "Theſe, 
albeit they 1atend. not to prophane 
Scripture, yer; they'vilifie it : And 
we may ſay of the Bible as of taking. 
of God's name in our mouths, which 
mult not only, not.be done upon de- 
ſign, to blaſpheme and diffame Him; 
bur muſt not be taken but upon ne- 
ceſlity , and, like the Shew-bread,. 
muſt be uſed only when weare in: 

| ſtraits» 
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traits. I haye been too puilty of 
this laſt ſin my ſelf ; and therefore, 
leaſt I hould make no atonement 
T have rather reſolyed to appear be- 
fore the world, in the duſt and ſack. 
cloath of this filly Diſcourſe, a Pen. 
nance, really, to me very greats 
When I cenfider how various and 
innumerable are the ations of men, 
and chat in all theſe, they need par- 
ticular inſtructions from above the 
Poles,I admire why there are ſo ma- 
ny paflages in Scripture, from which 
our neceflity may expeR no aſliſt. 
ance. And therefore, leaſt I ſhould 
think, that in Scripture there is any 
waſte of words, I am induced to be- 
lieve, that rhere runs an allegory in 
thar holy Book from Geneſis to 
7obn's Revelationg and that it's 
myſtical ſenſe is that which deſerves 
the name of God's Word. Might 
we not have admired why the Story 
of Hagar and her baſtard is there 
voluminouſly deſcrived , and what 
the Church or private Devotion was 
concerned Lhereloyif Paul,Gal.4 ah 
: 


| Or Stock, 
had not diſcovered the myſtery to 
us 2 By which things, another thing 
ic meant: For, theſe two mothers 
are the two Teftaments, the one 
which is Agar, of mount' Sins, 
which gendereth into bondage, &c. 
I might here relate many excellent 
allofions to prove this, but I ſhall 
fatisfie my ſelf with one which I did - 
read in one Door Everot ; who, 
preaching upon Fofone, 15. 16.7 hers 
Caleb ſaid, be who ſmiteth Kirjath= 
ſepher and taketh it, even to bins 
wil 7 give Achſah »y danughter to 
wife, And Othniel rook 5t, &c- 
faith, that Caleb fignifies a good 
heart , Kirjath-ſepher the city of 
the Letter, Achſab tlie Viſion, Oth- 
niet God's opportunity, And ſo the 
myſtical ſenfe runs, a good heart 
faith, that whoever will take in (and 
ſmire, as doſes did the rock ) the 
Letter of the word , ſhall have the 
vifion which lurks under it diſco- 
vered and given to him. And God's 
own time 1s the only mean for ac- 
compliſhing this: As alſo, it is moſt 

5 2 remark- 
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remarkable, that that City which 
was called Cirjath-ſepher before it 
was taken in, or, the city of the Let- 
eer, was, after it was conquered, cal- 


led Debir,which fignifies 4» or acte . 


ſo thar the Word or Letter 1s no 
oracle, till it be oncegas it were,taken 


inand overcome. Since the read- 


ing of which Sermon, I believe 
that one may profit more by an 
hebrew Lexicon, then by a thouſand 
Engliſh LeQures. | 

-Thefe who detraR. from - Scrip- 
rure; by attributing the produRion 
of miracles, ro natural cauſes, do not 
much diſparage the power of God, 
bur ( though againſt their depraved 
intention) cry rather .up.his omni- 
potency : For certaifly, if theſe mi- 
racles were produced by ſecondary 
cauſes, then doubtleſs, that . produ- 
Rive faculty was beſtowed upon 
them by the Almighty ; and if he 
can make the creatures produce ſuch 


- ſtrangeeffeas, much more is he able 


to effcAuate. them himſelf; as it is 
more-ditticylt, for a great Mafter, to 


form 


Or Stoick, 

form curious and admirable Cha- 
racers when he leads a - ſchollars 
band, then when he writes them 
with his own ; for, ſuch help may 
be called reſiſting aſſiſtance, I cane 
not likewiſe but blame many of our 
Preachers, who rather break then 
open holy Texts; and rather make 
new meanings, ſuicing with their 
private deſignes, then tell the mean- 
1og of the Spirit» Who weuld not 
have laugh'd to hear a Presbyterian 
obſerve, from the firſt chapter of 
Geneſis, firſt verſe, that whilſt 40- 
ſes relates what God made, he ſpeaks 
nothing of Biſbops ; by which it 


was evident ( ſaid Don 9nixot's 


Chaplain ) that B:/5ops were not of 
divine Inſtitution 3; a conceit as ridi- 


culous as that of a Prieſt, who hear- 
ing Maris ſpoken of for to ſignifie 
Seds, did brag that he had found the 
Virgine Mary named in the old Te= 
ftament. Albeit I think preaching 

| no part of divine Worſhip, hearing 
being no adoration ; yet, love 1 to 
£0 to Church , were it but to ſee a 
SER — 


4 
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| that thereis a God : But, when 1 
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multitude met together , to confeſs 


g0 to hear I care not whom , know- 
ing that Chriſt cle&ed Eiſher- - men 
to preach down inhdelity , When it 
was in the ruff of it's pride : and 
that Paul ( the moſt fignal Trophe 
of our chriſtian Faith ) i ſent fo 
confirmation,not to Peter or Famer 
at Zeruſalem,but to Anarias, one of 
the meaneſt amongſt the Diſciples, 
And ſeiog our Salvation, by preach- 
ing, is a miracle ; it is ſtill ſo much 
the greater by how much weake 


| the inſtruments are» When the 


Pulpit was a mount. Sinai, fron 
which the Law was thuandered, or 1 
mount of .O/zves , whereon. our Sa- 
viour's glorious. cransformation Wat 
£0.be ſeen, then were Sermons to bt 


Honoured ;- but, ſince it is become 1 
-moune Gatuar, hed our bleſſed 


Saviour'ſuffers, daily , by ſcandalons 
railings, Sermons are now:-become 
unſavoury'for:the moſt part. I hate 


to ſee that divine-place made either 8 
\ Bar, -whercat ſecular quarrels are 


 —_ - wt 


with 


or Stoicks 
with paſſion , pleaded ; or a Stape, 
whereon revenge is, by Satyres, ſa- 
eisfied ; or , a School-chair , from 
which un-intelligible queſtions are 
myſteriouſly debated ; but amongſt 
all theſe innovations, introduced by 
our infant Divines- I hate none 
more then that of giving reaſons for 
proving the Dorine, which being 
Scripture it ſelf,can be proven by no- 
thing that is more certain. As for 
iaſtance,when the Doarine is, that 
God loved us freely , how can this 
be proven mere convincingly then 
thus, my Text ſayes it :; and that is 
idem per idem , a moſt unlopgical 
kind of probation. When I then 
*0.t0 Church,T ſhould love to ſpend 
ny time in praiſes andprayers; which 
as they are the only. parts of adora- 
tion, ſo are they the natural imploy- 
ments of the Church, either Militane 


or Triumphant: Yet, it diſpleaſes 


me to hear our young Pulpitires 


$krich and cry, like Baa''s Prieſts, as 


if God were no nearer them then the 
vi_hle Heavcas. 
It 


wo# was ve # wg —_ 


g—_— — 
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The © Je honours much our imploy: 
moral ment, that God: Almighty: was the 
_ Law. firſt and great Law-giver ; and that 
our bleſſed Saviour (tiles himſelf our 
Advocat. And it is an amazing 
wonder that we are tyed only by 
ten Laws ; whereof ſeven were'en- 
 aRted doubtleſs for our advantage 
and reſpeR, more immediatly the ſe. 
curity of the creature then- che ho- 
nour of the Creator, and are ſuch re 
Ktraints as men behoved to have lail 
upon one another, and which natur 
Jayes upon us all. And albeit I laugh 
at the jewiſh Cabala , which ſays 
that the moral Law was vwritten,twd 
thonſand years before oſes , it 
black letters, at the back of a clex 
baraing fire: Yet, can I not appro 
Tertulltan's wit , who endeavours 
to find all theſe ten in the prohibi 


tion made to Adam. There are in-WP' 


deed ſome fins which ſcarce a conſe 
quence can bring within the verge ol 
theſe Commandments. As for in- 
ſtance, Drunkenneſs : Yet, theſe arc 
ſych as are ſo deſtruRtive to-our nx 

| eure, 


"01S Thi ho ” 
cure," cf there 'needs no Law be 
made againſt..rhem.' So that. the 
Prieft bit witrily, *to'whrom that fin 
being confeſs'd, enjoyned as an Pen= 
nance , their being drunk: a ſecond 
time ;i\-Which. nies me conclude; 
that - if -Druokennefs wete, tobe 


44 as \ wy 
F ——y , 
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ranged under any:of theſe Laws, :it 


would fal moſt naturally under chars 
Thou ſhalt not.bill;Albeit heforeeh 
ommandment .- ſcems: tor 'refpet 
poly . che honour of-God, and that 
he creature: ſeems-:tb be no-wayts 
xeteered by it :.Yer,ourmore ſerous 
bfervation'will: diſcover , that: all 
| «labouring creatares ; as it -Weres 
pea! an caſerht-ſeventh day more 
hen. any. others! Wherher: ie-bay 


hat nature! is by\cyſtem'framed 2a 


hat expeRation; Þeannot.telbr B 
e ſee.thar God'choic'd' that —_ 
her. tobe the year of7jubile amongſt 


1s:ovn people; and rhat itis thepes 


10d of- all .the ſeverakconfiſtencies 


a.vur:life, :infancie, pubertie; ec 


\nd for this.reaſon: Phyſiciags obs. 
Frrve ,. that the-:child born in the ſh»; 
G vently 


- mv 
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venth monceh is ſtronger then thar 
which is botn is the 'cight ; berauſe 
in the ſeventh it is come to a knor, 
by paſſing whereof, inthe cight it is 
in a {tate of imperfeRion : But, what 
the myſtery of this holy Climate- 
rick is, I refer till we come to that 
Sabbath of reſt, whereat we ordinar- 
ly arrive,after ſeven times nine year 
bath ſnowed upon us. 

\ We may think, that if God had 
intended, tations and the ſame day 
of [the week ſhould have been ap- 
propriated to have'been a Sabbath, 
He bad deſigned each day: by 'a ſpe- 
cial terme,and had commanded, that 
a day of ſuch z defipnation, ſhould 
tavebeen ſequeſtrared for a Sab- 
bath z and-'rhac by. deſigning only 
the feventh:day He did leave a liber- 
to employ any day of the ſever 
r that uſe. ': Yer, it is remarkable, 
chat Iſoſces nor: the: jewiſh Church 
. Qarſtnor arcempr thee change of cheit 
pew years day ; but that: che Al- 

hey was plea pleaſed to beſtow a pe- 
a ſanction _”H that ——_ - 
- £01, 


Or Sto36k, © 
for, E xed: I 2s Zo He commands, 
chat the moneth wherein the Iſrace 
lites eame from Zggpe ſhould be, by 
them , reputed the farſt moneth-of 
their year. Wherefore, ſcing each 
Nation chalks out a djvers Sabbath, 
it would appear that there is ſome» 
thing of humour in it as well as of 
Religion» The venerious Maluime- 
tan choofeth Friday,or,dies Venttw' 3 
The dw few dull Satars's day ;T hi 
wardick Parthians Tucſday , of; 
Mari day ; The cheery. Europeans 
Sundsy. And 21beit the Chriſtians 
are infiuenc'd only by ioſpiration ; 
yer, Lam confidenc,thae che heathens 
did follow that for Religion, which 
ſuited beſt wich their natura) cem* 
per- Bur this is x meditation which 


ſhould travel no where, beyond 2 - 


mans private breaſt, left ir meer with 
cnmicy and bepet ſcandal. 

It would puzle a heathen much 
to hear, that he whobreaks one of 


rheſe Laws, is guilty of the breach - 


of all : But, it rroubles not me, ſe- 
Ing all theſe Laws are made to ſhew 
_- ou? 


wo 


The Partud(o;" 


one of gs, 49-at our contempt 
of.Him'whois the author of all-And 
ie-may be this: was typified-in. 240- 


- paſfionar flivp;;' after he carme down 

from the Morfne : For, if this break- 
mg. of themibad not been 'pre-de- 
fign'd for:ſomehid-end, doubtleſs he 
badbcen reproved for his negligence. 
Howeyer , we. may from this learn 
the deſperate nature '.of paſlion, 
whichmada w#ſoſes , who warithe 
meekeft man upon earch;, break»all 
therLawg iof God: 1in one: aft, : Tt 
mighrbe aifo argued , that. fring all 
che Lawsof the 'ſecond/'Tablewere 
enacted: for,: andiireſpet uleimarly, 
che advantage: of: man;;:thatiwhere 
man is'nort'wronged, there theiLaw 
cannot be: broke.” ' And: thus if! a 
married man. ſhould: have- liberty 
from his wife to take another wo- 
man; this coutd be no more reputed 
adultery, then "ic could be reputed 
theft to! take what belongs' to our 
nciphbour, himſelf conſenting z and 


that 


qur:obedience,and the brexchof any 


fir's breakipg/both Tables.with one 


Or $t07Þ" 


chat-for this tiecol arg s begettivg 


children-with his wifts aids, 45-not 
in Scripture reproved as adultery, 
becauſe they were” piven-to him by 
her ſelf for that. efeR 4-bur , ſeing 
the praQtice of: all -the, ; world £c0n- 
demns this conclufign,, far be; it (9 
me to preſs it fUrtBEt | 


Albeit the jadigal Law ( which The 
may be juſtly cajled-the judicious judi- 


Law) is. commonly reputed to if ow 


but the municipal Law, of theJews ; 

yet, ſeing it. was thundered from 
mount $4: with ſo much pomp, 
and is ingroſt in the Books: of. holy 
Truth, and ſeems nearlier related to 
reaſon then any other Law, I admire 
why it ſhould not be religiouſly ob- 
ferved by all Nations : eſpecially 
ſeing, 4s It is, the' exactcit -piture 
of )uſtice that ever was drawn , ſo 
it hath chis of a piQure in it, thar 


it ſeems to look direaly upon ;all 


who behold it, albeit they be placed 
(amongſt themſelves)in Frefly op- 
polnte,lituations and ſtances. Thus 


G 3 this 


' os 
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This Lave ſuirs cven wich contrary 
tempers, and the unequal complexi. 
-vt15'-of all Nations, I know that 
theteremonial Law is likewayes in. 
ſert- aniotijpſt the other holy Ca- 
nonts, and yet binds not us who liyc 
under the quriſdition of the Gol. 
pel : But, the reaſon of this ſeems 
tO be , becauſe theſe did-immediatly 
concern the jewiſh Church,and were 
converſant about theſe boly things, 
And ſo, ſting the old Teſtament is 
a deſcription of their Hierarchy, and 
of God's way of working in cheſe 
times, I wonder not to ſee theſe ce- 
remomes amidſt other ſacred truths, 
and yet not obſerved, ſcing they are 
expreſly abrogat. But, if che judi- 
cial Law , which reſpeRed nor the 


| Hierarchy of that Church , was ob- 


lizzrour only whilſt the jewiſh State 
was in being, 1 admire why the 
Spirit of God took ſo much pains, 
firſt to penn it , and then to deliver 
it fo Canon-like to poſterity. And 
ſince ie is a principle in Law and rea- 
fon, that Laws muſt ill Rand in vi- 

| or 
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of till they be expreſly abrognt,and 
Soft not be derogated from by-con- 
ſequences or preſumptions, I admire 
why this Law,whichGod hath ener- 
vat by no expreſs Text , ſhould be 
now look'd upon as Statutes no- 
wiſe «-la-wode, It is true, that 
our Saviour, when the woman, con= 
victed of adultery, was brought to 
Him,did nor, according to that Law, 
pronounce the ſentence of death 
againſt her; whence ſome think, 
that Church-ren , following their 
Maſters example , ſhould not give 
- their ſuffrage ia criminal caſes, and 
have only Oxyv eraiuaxtHy a blood- 
leſs Juriſdition ; for , they are ap- 
pointed to be Nurſes, not Chyrur- 
gjions- Bur, it is as true, that our 
Saviour profeſſed in all the trat of 
His life, that He came not to be a 
Judge in things temporal, and His 
deſign in that place was only to con- 
vince them of their own ſinnes, and 
.not to abſolve her, not to abrogat 
the Law : and therefore He defired 
him who wes freeſt from fn, to oſt 

the 
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thefirſt ſtore'pe her. And where: 
as itis'conjeAured, that theſe-words 
which our S#yiour ſtoop'd'down to 
write in the clay, immediatly ithere. 
after -was - 4n abrogation of'thar 
Law; this is a Geomancy more wilde 
then aoy leflon which is alledged -to 
hive - been read in the myſterious 

face of Heaven, and ſhould never bc 
_ tavghe but in a Rabbies cabalaſtick 
Gown. "And -wheteas it is alledged, 
that there are many precepts in-thar 
corps Juris, which reſpets only 
the hamor of the Jews, I admire 
why that can be urged ; for certain- 
ly, theft, murder; and” theſe other 
crimes punifhed there , are the ſame 
crimes which reigns amongſt us ; 
and ſo wby not puniſhable afcer that 
ſame- manner ? Neither are the 
 humors of theſe Jews more diffe- 
rent from ours, then was the gensm 
of the Romans; and yet, few or 
no Nations refuſe to caſt their mo- 
| dern Laws in that antique mould. 
And it is very probable, that as God 
did, in the moral Law, teach 'man 

; how 


4 
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* ſo He would -likewayes'in{tru&t him 
by a judicial Law, how to admini- 
ſtrate Jultice ro others. 

Whar'can perpetuate a Law more 
then that the Authority- whereby it 
is enaſted ſhould be obligatory in 
all zges,. and the reaſon whereon it 
is founded ſhould be eternal? and 
in what Laws do theſe two. quali- 
ties appear more, or ſo much, as in 
the judicial Laws of the Jews,where 
the eternal Law-giver was Legiſla- 
tor, and the occaſion , produAtive of 
them,ſeemed rational (and neceſlar) 
to His infallible omniſcience > and 


ifin any of theſe ſatrites, our pur- 


blind judgments cannot ſee a preſent 
conveniency , we ſhould rather im- 
pute that to our own {1mplicity,then 
charge it as a guilt upon His divine 
Statutes ; and are there not many 
municipal Laws ia each Country, 
which have no hedge about them to 
keep them untrampled upon by wan- 
ron and too curious wits? But, 
phat excellent Maxime, Omniums 

| | que 
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gia fererunt AMajores neffts,nen e 

reddende login certa wy '-4 
certa redderentur ; 2a reaſon muſt 
not be rendred for all that our An- 
ceſtors have enacted, left what is now 
certain,become then uncertain. Al- 
| beita Law enacted only by humane 
Authority, ſeem unreaſonable or in- 
convenient ; yet, it retains it's vi- 
»or till it be abrogat by the ſame, or 
a higher Authority,then that where- 


by it was firſt ftaruted; and the 


Law ſayes, that »ibil eft #47 natu- 
vale quan wununmquodgque codem 
modo diſſolvi quo colligatum oft, 

And, ſeing the moral and judicial 

Laws are twilted ſo-togerher, and 
are oft incorporated in one ſtatute, 

as Levite. 20. 10». Dent. 2%. 2% 

where adultery is forbidden, and the 

adulterer is to die the death :. how 

can we think the one half of this 

Law obligatory for ever, and yet ne- 
gle it's other half, wherein the pu- 
niſhment is ſpecified, and which ap 
pears to have been ,the-ſcope of the 
divine Law-giver > For, the world 

| Ee needed 
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acedednot ſo much to bave been ae- 
quainted, that adultery was a ſin, as 
that that fin deſerved death; and 
if we allow our capricious bumor 
che liberty to rejeRt what we think 
inconvenient, we may at laſt arrive 
at that pitch of licentiouſneſs, as to 
abrogat, by our praRtice, whatever 
choaks 'onr preſent bumor. 
There are many things much mi- 
Raken in that Law, which makes the 
diſſonancy betwixt it and onr Law, 
appear ſo much the greater. As for 
inſtancezit is concladed, that by that 
Law, no theft was puniſhable by 
death ; whereof this is given as 2 
reaſon , becauſe there is no propor- 
tion betwixt goods and life z and 
thar all that a man hath he will give 
for his life , whereas this argumenr 
would prove, that no guilt but mure 
der ſhould be puniſhed with death ; 
and ſo this dare rather flees over 
then hits the mark at which it is 
level'd. And if this argument con- 
cluded, why ſhould adultery have 
been” puniſhed with death by thae 

EEO es os Law 
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Law, ſeing'i there ſeems no' propor. 
tion betwixe that guile-and death? 
For,if vita. fama bein Law equi- 
paratgby that ſame Law, pecunia eft 
alter ſangnts.: | But, if 'there be no 
Proportion betwixt goods and life, 
and if che-puniſhment of thefr,when 
it is aggrae'd to it's greateſt. height, 
cannot, in'their opinion, reach ſo far 
as to be capital, Why was it, that 
by that Law noQurnal theevs might 
have been killed by thoſe who found 
them? Exod. 22.2. For, it ap- 
pears againſt reaſon, that more 
ſhould be permitted to a private ad 
paſſionar party , thea to a diſ-1nte- 
reſted Judge. And ir is clear by 
2 Sam. 12.5. that theft was in ſome 
caſes capital: For, there Dav14 
vows, that he who took his neigh- 
bours one ſheep, and ſpared his own 
maDy, ſhould ſurely dic 5 which be- 
ing ſpoke by a juſt King to an excel- 
lent Prophet,and not reproved, muſ} 
oa be thought a flaſh of paffion, but 
well-founded ſentence. Were not 
bkewayes two theevs crucified py 
| t e 
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[ove our ficighbour as oat ſelf ;; and 
fo, fince 'we are commanded aor'to 
kill our neighbour , that ſame Law 
imſt likewayes forbid our Killing of 
our ſelves: But the reaſon prodab- 
ly, why no expreſs Texe did forbid 
hat fin, was, becanſe the Spirir of 
God knew that the natural averſion 
we have againſt death, wotld;in rhis, 
do tore then ſapply a Law'; and 
that theſe who would be ſo deſpe- 
rat as to negleRt the on&7-would ne- 
ver be {6 pious as to obey the other: 
Or elſe, God hath been nnwilling, 
by making ſach 2 Law , to intimate 
co the world , that ſuch-s fin might 
be commitres: Yert;ie ſeems ſtrange, 
thar many are in Scripture related, 
25 Sexl and others, to have killed 
themfelves , apainſt whom oo check 
ſands regiſtrared in holy Records. 
Bnt,I ſtop here, intending to beſtow 
a whole Tractat upon the judicial 
Law, x task hitherto too much ne- 
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The ſecond mirrour,wherein God 
Almighey is to be ſeen, is that of His 
creatures; and in that a Yeriwofe 
may contempſat His infinite. powet, 
as in the other he may ſce His ad- 
mirable juftice. It is very obſer- 
yable, that when God, or His Pro« 
phees , would prove His preatneſs, 
che Sun, Orion and the Leviathan, 
are made uſe of as arguments. : And 
when the Spirit. of God deſcrives the 
niritable' knowledge 'of: Selowmoen, 
beſtowed apon him by God., as nn 
extraordinar mark of His favour, be 
ſayes hot,” that, he underſtood the 
quirks of Philoſophy, or notions of 
Divinity ; but,it is ſaid, that he knew 
all from theCedar of Lebanon to the 
Hyſope thar grows upon the wall. 
And in carnelt\ ir is fitanpge, chat 
when man comes into the gallery of 
this World, he hould cake ſuch plea- 
fure 1n_ gazing upon theſe ijl-drawn 
fiftions , which have only paſt the 
pencil of humane wit, and ſhould nor 
fix his admiration upon theſc glo- 
r10US 
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rious creatures, which are the work; 
of that: great: Maſter ;-:in framing 
whereof, God-'is content to be ſaid 
to have ſpent-ſix dayes ; to:the end, 
that :man might admire: ;the effeas 
of ſo thuchipains ; whereas: His-om- 
nipotency might, with-one;f:42, have 


ſummoned themall ;to-:appear ,//ap- 


parrell'd in. theſe gorgeous: drefles 
which now adorns (them: , And it 


 isas:ſtrange;/:that mans» haviog that 


huge voloumn of che Greatipn: co re- 
volvezwhereia is fuch anidfinit num- 
ber of curious: tale: duces;; 'to.. feaſt 
his eyes with curiofity:, and to fur- 
niſh his-ſoul'with ſolid knowledge ; 
he ſhould notwithſtanding ſpend (0 
much' oj and ſweat, : in ſpipning out 
ens rations; materia promia, poten», 
1:4 obedientialss , and ſuch like une 
telligible:rrath, whieh, like cob- webs, 
are /but- enyenomed - duſt - curiouſly 
wrought.: :And becatiſe the Groſs 
of mankind'was ſo groſs: as not to 
underſtand God's greatneſs. by the 
abſtra&-5d&ws- which: inſtin& pre- 
ſeated to him ; Therefore,':to wr: 
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that ſenſual: croud;, hs, the trunch- 
manrie of ſenſe He hath: beſtowed 
apon them this- -mirrour'. wherein 
they may ſee-bow infinite: He- is. in 
rower, who made Nothing (0 fruit- 
full, as to bud forth-in chis glorious 
crop of creatures, which now inha- 
bits the ſurface of heaven and earth. 


I admire that ſuch Philoſophers Metz 
25 have had their faces waſh'd-ar. the /i*t*- 
font, can allow-of M onſters, and-de- 
fine them to be the preter-igtentio. 
nal works of nature, wherein nature 
miſs'd of her. deſign,” and was not- 
able to effectuar. _ ſhe intended : 

For, if -#4r#re-and: provigense (ig- 
nific the ſame,thing 1 in the. Pictio=, 
nary of chriſtianity ,/it were blaſ- 
phemy to - think ;; that providence 
could not. be- able:to; efſeuat what, 
it once defignede-All the CEEALUTES 
are indeed but.as clay in the hand. of 
this great Porter:z-but , it were;m- 
pious co think; that His art.cay;be / 
miltakenh - in framiog any. Veſle! + 
wherefore,I am apter to believe hs 
H all 


— m—_ 


| that as#@22re doth nothing with- 


ai theſe creatures which 'the Schools 
term , arc rather the in- 


hone Sep an errors of nature s and 


out defipn, fo it doth nothing with« 
our faeccke And thus I rather ad- 
mice nature in theſe, for ber cuntiing 
variety, then upbraid her with inſut- 
ficiency and weakneſs. Neither 
rernm I an Hermopbrodite, man 
or woman, 2ccording to the preva- 
leney of that Sex which predominey 
init, no more then I think that the 
Painter, when he hath delineated cu- 
rioully an exaQt Marmaid , reſolved 
to dipeicher 4 worman or fiſh, and 
not one diftinQt creature , peec'd up 
of both- And donbtleſs this crrot 
did at firſt proceed from mans vani- 
ty ; whoconcluded,ehat every frame 
which anſwered not that bed which 
reſides in him, was the efſeR of 
_ chaneeant nor of narnre ; 2s if n- 
##re had been toleave in the 
bibliothick of his head, the Original 
of all ſuch Pecces as was to pals it's 
preſs. 
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Seing God, in ol of the 
Creatioh,called all chatHe bad made 
good, becauſe they were uſefull; -I 
conclude, that theſe are the” beſt 
which are the moſt uſefall; . And 
albeit I conderan prodigality' of ig- 
norance , in preferring a diamond 
to 2 capon or ſheep; yet , do Inot 
condemn ſuch of vanity , as thive 
with theſe ſparkling creatures : For, 
ſince God made nothing , which He 
did not define for - ſome uſe, and 
ſcing moſt of cheſe ſerve for no uſe 
elſe, doubtleſs, the wearing of chem 
is moſt allowable. Yer ,, can I not 
allow of theſe paudy m—_— 
which men creat te themſelves ves ; as 
if ſomething had | been ftll ric 
afrer che Creation "was 
wherein man could ſupply God, + 
aft, nature. Thebeſtowing # buns 
ired pounds upon « Tulip,or s thou- 
ſand on'4 Picture, are not co methe 
etc raats of Juxury; but are courſes 
pre-ordained by + Almighty , fot 
returning to poor Artiſans,thae-mo- 


ney, w ON did av firſt 
H23 moſt 


The' Firtnſo, 
moſt injuſtly:ſcrew from their wea- 
ry 'hahds. 'Ie is our ignorance: of 
natliee's myſteries which perſwads 
us,that forme, if not moſt of the crea- 
tures, ſerve rather for beautifying 
the oniverſe, then for ſupplying ne- 
ceiliry; an error- which experience 
daily confutes ; So, theſe herbs 
which of old cloathed only the un« 
inhabited mountains,do'now deſerve 
their: 'own place in Apothecaries 
ſhaps- And it is moſt obſervable, 
that: the Scurvy- growes no where 
but/where the diſeaſe rages, which 
1::cared-by*it: Seing God loved 
yariety-in'the Creation , -He cannot 
hate cutiolity-in many theſe two be- 
wz-.correſpondents; : and - the one 
wichout the-other: would be bur as 
flowers -tothe-blind;* oe-malick to 
the'deafs, I laughar ther fruitleſs 
pilgrimages of ſachiastravel-ro! Fop- 
pa or China, to ſatisfie theiriourio- 
fity'3 there being x Tredarkiny clo- 
fet in each Tulip., and' a Solomon's 
Core in each Lilly 'of rhe fields: And | 
{3iyg meas cempers' are ſo'varionss 
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it was no wonder that the creatures 
( which were made for his- uſe } 
ſhould have been made proportional 
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5 7 s a I» 
ba = YT I 


ror 


to his humor : "But , ſeing art hath 


in many things copied nature to 
the life, I think net the Symetrie'nor 
variety to be ſeen-amongſt. the crea- 
tures ſuch an infallible argument for 
proving the being of a- God. Avis 
i»ſtintt,which all the art of men and 
Anpels cannot counterfit ; and here» 
in is-it, that that grand' Magician 
muſt acknowledge the finger of his 
Maker, ſeiog here his own art fails. 

Theſe who expe&t equal excel- 
lency in all the parts'of this curious 


Fabrick, do not underſtand where- 


in its Symetrie-conſiſts. All- the 


ſtrings of -an Inſtrament ſound not” 


equally high, and yer they mzke-up 
the harmony: the face of the earth 
looks in ſome- places deform*d and 
parcht ; and yet- it is there the-mo- 
ther of rich mines ('as if God inter- 
ded to beſtow a great portion where 
He beſtowes anill face ) and: what 
we think deformities , were: placed 
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there as patches, and are no more 
blemiſhes , then the ſpots are to the 
Leopards. 

I confeſs, that at firſt ie puz!'d 
much my enquiry, for what end 
theſe mountains were made ſo near 
neighbours to the devided clonds ; 
| I once imagin'd, that cheſe were 
rather the effe&s of the lood , then 
creatnres at firſt intended ; and were 
but the rubbiſh - and mud which 
theſe impetuous waters had hcap'd 
up ina maſs : But, I was thereafter 
diſlwaded from this conjeRture , by 
the 8. Chap. Prov. where wiſdom, 
proving it's antiquity, fayes, that it 
was with God before the heavens 

were prepared, and the mountains 

_ ſecled ; by the ſcope of which Text, 
i tis clear,that the heavens, hills,and 

the reſt of the Creation, are ſaid to 
bear one date. Itis then more pro- 
bable, that God foreſecing that the 
laſt of conqueſt would, like the 
needle of the Compaſs, look 'oft 
north ; as is evident by comparing 
#ll che Monarchics ( fiſt the Af- 

ſyrian, 
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ſyrian, then Grecian, then Roman, 
now German) did therefgre bour 

ambition, as it were, with bigh hills, 
( albeie ſince, ambition hath found 
s way. to climb over them ) as if 
He told them, chat they ſhould 


march no furder. -Thus, it is very 


obſervable, that the northern parts 
of one Kingdom, are alwayes more 
barren then the ſouthern limits of 
cheConntry which lyes to the north 
of it» The northaf England more 
mountainefls and-barren then the 
ſouth of Scoel/and, albeit it ly nearer 
the Sun ; the ſouth of England 
more pleaſant and fertile then the 
north of Fraxce; and the ſouth of 

France then the north of 7taly, &c- 
| We mult likewayes conſider, that 
nature bruſed it's face fo when ie 
fell in Ade , that it did then con- 
teaR& many of theſe blemiſhes which 
now deform it ;- and that as it 


waxes old, it's native beauty is the 


more deformed by furrowed wrin- 
kelss We cannot judge what it 
was in health, by ir's preſent diſtem- 
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perd dat wherein it oroang 
and travelleth'in pa1n,as the Apolſtle/ 

tells us; And the differences betwixt | 
cheſe two ſtates may be known from 
this, that God; when He compleated 
the Creation, ſaw that all was good, 

vihercas Solomon,havins reviewed it 
:n his time, ſaw all co be vanity and 
vexation of \ Pirit. 


Man The third mircour, wherein God 
e bj 1s to be admired, is 99an, This is 
cree- that noble creature which God ' was 
#02. pleaſed ro mould. Jaſt of all: others, 
not willivg to bring him home , till, 
by che preceeding:Crearions, He had 
- pleniſhed his houſe abundantly for 
him. And albcit in the creation of 
all other. creatures , it is only ſaid, 
that God ſpoke, and it was : Yer, 
when man-was to. be framed, the 
cabinet Council of heaven was call'd, 
— and it is ſaid (/er ws ):as if. more 
art had been to be ſhewed here;rhen 
in all che remanent Fabrick: of the 
terraqueous Glob,and glorious Cire 


cles of | heavens It is likewiſe very 
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obſer- 
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obſervable \ that albeit all the fiſhes | 
of the ſex were formed by one word, 
all the beaſts of che field by one 
om i at, &c.. Yet, God was pleaſed to 
ted Bl beſtow, two upon the creation of 
dd, WM man ; by the: firſt, bis body was 
lit Wl created out of the duſt, and therezf- 
nd WW ter, was breathed in, his ſoul. And 
albeic tranfient mention 1s - only 
made of all other Creations 3 yer, 
the hiſtory of mansCreation is twice 
repeated , once,, Gen, 1. 27, and 
a94ing2+7. And,leafſt that foreſeen 
deformity, wherewith he was to be 
beſmear'd after his fall, ſhould make 
it be queſtioned,thar ar his firſt crea- 
tion he had received the immpreſſa of 
God's Imzge, this 1s oft repeated : 
Forzin-the 26. ver, Gen: 1. it is ſaid, 
Let ua - make. man in our image ; 
and then again , 414 after onr lihe- 
neſs, And in the 27. verſe,So God 
created man in buown image ;. and 
again immediately thereafcer, ix ihe 
mage of Goa cregied he him, ; Yer, \ 
I am confident, that this image .zs fo 
| bedabled in the mice. .of (in,; and fo 
NERD" chattred 
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chatrred by it's firſt fall, and this di. 
vine impreſſs,and print,ſo worn our, ſj 


"7 o old _ —_— _ that, 
is genea not been ſo 
oft inculcar , K could not but have 
called it in queſtion, aJbeit our vani- 
ty be ready enough to believe 2 de- 
ſcent ſo royal and ſublime.. Where. 
fore I muſt again admire the folly of 
Atheiſts, who, by denying a Deity, 
cloud their owa noble birth-right. 
Bnt, albeit man be made after 
God's image, yet, that can be no ar- 
gument to conclude , that therefore 
God may be made after man's image, 
or repreſented nader his figure, # 
theAnthropomorphirs fooliſhlycon- 
tend, no more,then if we ſhould con- 
clude, that becauſe aCopy may be ta- 
ken off anOriginal, therefore an Ori- 
ginal may be taken off a Copy. Nei- 
ther - this - rang ont- falv'd 
from being 1dolatry ,-by alleapivg, 
that the image is not- worſhiped, 
but God, who ig repreſented by it: 
For, it hath been well obſerved by 
an ancient Fathef, that idolstry io 
ht | Scripture 
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Scripture is called adultery, And 
Mic is no good excuſe for an adn 
cereſs , that ſhe did ly with anort 
becauſe he repreſented her hasband 
to her, and reſembled him as a Copy 
doth it's Original : Yet, ſeing no- 
ching is room'd in our juc and 
apprehenſion, bur what firſt entred 
by the wicket of ſenſe, it is almoſt 
impoſſible for man to conceive the 
idea of any thing but veſted with 
ſome Ghape,as each man's private re- 
fleRions will abundantly convince 
him, 

As the boundleſs Ocean keeps 
and ſhews it's well drawn images, 
whilſt ir ſands quiet, with a face 
poliſhe like a chriſtal cake, bur loſſes 
them immediately, how ſoon it's 
proud waves begin to ſwell and in 
rage, to ſpit it's froathy foam in the 
face of the angry heavens ; ſo, whilſt 
a ſtoical indoJency and chriſtian re- 
poſe {mooths our reſtleſs ſpirits , it 
ts only then,that the ſoul of man can 
be ſaid to retain that glorious image 
& God Almighty, with which ic 

Was 
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The-Fartuoſo, 
waimpreſsd-ac it's created nati- 
vity- - But, when the waves of cho- 


| lee begin co rgar,or the. winds of va- 


The 


nity to.blow, then that. glorious 
image is no moretobe . diſcerned in 
him; then the (Hadows and repre- 
ſeotations of +«in- looking objects 
are £0 be. ſeen and diſcerned: in the 
diſquieted boſom of the + troubled 
WALES. 


The tines of a natural conſcience, 


imm- which, according to each mans aQ- 


= iags , creats to him cither agues of 


of the 


ſoul. 


tear,or paradiſes of joy, do by theſe 
ominating preſages , convince us of 
the. immortality of the. ſoul : 2nd 
ſeing we ſee 1ts prediions., both in 
dreams,in damps of melancholy, and 
ſuch like eathufiaſtick fits, followed 
by: ſuteable events ; why may we 
not likewayes believe its preditions, 
as tO its Own 1mmorcalicy , it being 
the prudence of a Virtuoſo to = 
hold of every mean, which.may al- 
lay the rage. of his hereditary miſ- 
fortunes ? .;And to what end would. 
the 


or-'Stoick, © 
he ſoul of man receive-ſuch its 
oreſſions of fear and hope;: if, by its 
a+ Emortality , it. were not-to be ſtated 
us Bin a condition , wherein its fears and 
hopes were to have ſuteable rewards 
"Xr puniſhments? Moreover, ſeing 
God-1s juſt , He willpaniſh and .xe- 
ard 3 and'therefore, feing He pu- 
iſhes-and rewards not-men- accord- 
ng to their merits, or demerits here; 
here muſt be- doubtleſs a -future 
ſtate wherein thar-is tobe. expeRed. 
But , that which convinces my'pri- 
ate judgment moſt of this truth, is, 
bat the nobleſt Souls,and the (harp- 
of Wt ſighted; do, of allothers, "moſt 
defire the ſtate of ſeparation, and 
have.the ,weakeſt attaches to this 
ife ; which muſt doubtleſs proceed 
ed Wrom an aſſurance 'of immortality, 
ve Wand'that ic-hath, from the P5{gah of 
s, Wes contemplation, got a view- of 
18 he ſpiritual Canaan; For; ſeing 
1y the: brutiſheſt of creatures abhors 
1- E:nfihilation; as the moſt averſablejll 
in-nature,doubrleſs the ſoul of man, 
watch is the moſt divine of all crea- 
OT OC 00. __ 
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exfes; would never appere this ſepy2 
ration , if byit it were to be exrinQ, 
and to at $nbud And how ah. 
 ſurd were it ro believe, thit man's 
fon! ſhould be made afrer Gods 
image, and yet conclude 1 n_ 
a guality repugnant tO 1 in! 
| w divine > As alſo, how can th 

foul be choaghe ro periſh with the 
body , ſeing theſe accidents which 
dcftroy the body cannot reach it? 
how can the heat of a feaver bury, 
or rheams drown, that which is not 
corporeal” and cannot be rouched? 
ſeivg man's leaſt peccadilio 


And 

2eninſt God Almighty,is againſt onc 
_ _ _ EA" ; 
think, tharic could be proportional- 
ty paniſhed in the fwift glaſs of 
than's ore life? chen which , no- 


cins is more finit, or ſooner fini- 


As the fautis God's Image, So 
it's produtts are che images of His 
admirable operations Do not Mx 
thematicians creat cxgles, doves, and 
fuck like aucomata's ? And fprivgy 
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not lowers from the Chimiſts glafſ- 
ſes? Andchns art , which is man's 
offspring, doth ape nature, which is 
che workmanſhip of the Almighty : 
and therefore , ſcing the ſoul can 
with one thought graſp both the 
Poles, can dart out it's conceits as 
far as the fardeſt borders of the ima- 
einary ſpaces, creat worlds, and or- 
der, and diſorder , all that is in this 
which is already created; it's ſtrange 
to thiok it to be..cither corporeal or 
mortal: For, if it werecor 

and a maſs of blood, it's aQtings 
would be lent and dull, neither could 
it's motions be ſo nimble and wing- 
ed, as are theſe of our agile ſpirics. 
Mit were impoſſible for our narrow 
Mhcads, to inn all theſe innumerable 
ides's ( which arc now in them) if 


- Wrheſe were all corporeal, and if cheſe 


mod be doubtleſs incorpo» 

fomile generatur a ſomili ; 
and dull fleſh and blood could never 
produce ſuch ſpiitual cmanations. 
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be _ corporeal; that which produ- 
real 
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-. As the ſoul -is Gol's Image, ſoiq 
this it \reſembles * Him very much, 
thay we-can know-nothing of it's na- 
ture without 'it's- own afliſtance ; 
like a dark lanthron, or a fpy, it diſ- 
coyers every thing tous, except it 
ſelf. ' -And becauſe ir refuſes us the 
lipht of it's candle, whilſt we are'in 
the queſt of it's. myſteries ; there» 
fore 1t is, that our re-ſearches of it's 
nature. are gropeings in the dark: 
and ſo oftrimes vain , if not ridicu- 
louss © Avicenna, Averroes,and the 
- rewanent of that Arabian tribe, ad- 
miring/tt's prodigiouseffects, did-at- 
tribute our ſpiritual motrons to; aſ- 
ſiſting Angels ; as if ſuch admirable 
notions:could not be fathered upon 
leſs ſublime cauſes'« | which Carden 
likewayes thinks;, do offer their af- 

filtahce and: light to fenfitive crea»! 
rares ;” but that the churliſhnefs:of. 
their mater: will not ſuffer 'them: to 
entertain. ſuch »pure' irradiations:; 
This diſparages ſo much humanity; 
making man'only :a {tarue, that it? 
yere againſt the ſoul's intereſt ro 
; ; _ admit 
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zdmit of any ſuch eas : For, as 
it trends more to the Artiſts praiſe 
to cauſe his products move from hid 
and interoall ſprings, rhen from ex- 
crinfick cauſes ; as we ſee in Watch- 
es and ſuch like. So it is more for 
the honour of that great Artiſt, and 
more ſuteable ro the being and na- 
ture of His creatures, that &ll it's 
operations flow from' it ſelf, then 
from aſhiſting but exteriour co-ad- 
jutors 4 which makes me averſe from 
Ariſtotle's opinion of. the motion 
of the ſpheres by intelligences. And 
it were abſurd to think, that men 
ſhould be blamed or praiſed for 
thofe eff:&s which their afleffour 
Angels could only be charged with. 
The Platonicks alleaged, thar' all 
ſouls exiſted before their incarceri- 


tion in bodies.;.. iin which ſtate of - 


pre- exiſtence, they were doted with 
all theſe ſpiritual endowments, 
which ſhall attend them in the ſtate 


of ſeparation : and that at their | 


firſt allyance with bodies , their 
native knowledge , was clouded, 
I ET1SMANS 


Lo 
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6T 1511s avaborn,with the putting off 


knowledge for a time,till,by a remi- 
n/centia,rheir intelleftuals revived, 
| aSby a reſurreAi9n. And Origen 
 added,that theſe (ſouls were, accord- 
ing to their eſcapes, .commirted in 
the ſtate of their primitive ſepara- 
tion , yoaked with better or worſ: 
bodies; a ſhift taken ,_in all proba- 
bility, by bim,to evite the apprehen- 
ſion of God's being injuſt, for nfu- 
ſing innocent ſouls, in bodies which 
would infet them ; and by draw: 
ing them 1n inevitable ſnares, at laſt 
condemn them , or art leaſt their in- 
faſion was the impriſoning thek: 
who were not guilty ; a difficult 
which traits much, ſach as main 
£2in that the ſoul is not ex tradxce 
What the hazard of this opinion 
may be, my twilight js not able to 
diſcover. 


' Temay be, that the Stoicks mi- 

ſtake in making the ſouls of mean to 
be but parcels, decerpt from that 
univerſal 47ima mwunds (by wa 
eney 


Or Stoick, ©. It5 
they doubtleſs meant God Himſelf) 
was occaſioned by'a miſtake of thar 
Text, that God breathed into man's 
noſtrils , the breath of life : con- 
cluding , 'that as the breath is a parc 
of the body which breathed it, So 
che ſoul behoved to be a part of that 
divine eſſence, from which, by a ſe- 
cond conſequence, they concluded, 
that the ſoul, being a part of that 
divine bceing, could not ſuffer, nor 
undergo any torments ; as is afſert- 
ed by Seneca, epiſt, 29. Cicero, 
tuſc. 5.-and defended by their ſuc- 
cefſors,theſe primitive hereticks, the 
Gnoſticks, Manichees and Priſcil- 
lianiſtz, But this baſtard is not 
worth the foſtering , being an opi- 
nion that God hath parts, and man 
real divinity, and is doubtleſs a falſe 
and flattering teſtimony given by 
the ſoul to it ſelf: For, ſeing the 
ſoul is, by divine Oracles, told us to 
be made after God's Image, it can 
be no more called a part of God, 
then the piture ſhould be repute a 


part of the Painter. . 
I 2 Ariſtotle 


I16 


The Virtwoſo, 
Ariſtotle (like the devil '{ who 
becauſe he knows not what to an- 


ſwer,anſwers ever in engines ) tells 
us, that 411m, 15 £172A;y ie A terme 


firted to exerciſe the empry brains 


 ofcurious Pedants, and apter to be- 


get, then explicat difficulties Nei: 
ther believe I, <hat his three ſouls, 
which helodges in man, to wit, the 
rational , ſenfitive and vegetative, 
do differ more amorvgſt themſelyes, 
then the will, naderſtanding and 


_ fancy difler from rhe two laſt; So 


thar his actthmetick might have be- 
ſtowed five ſouls upon man, as well 
as three ; Bat, ſeing he,and many of 
his diſciples, believe theſe to be three 
and yet theſe three to be but one ; I 
admire why they ſhould be ſo nice, 
as not to believe thar pious myſtery 
of the holy Trinity : whereof in my 
opinton, his trinity of the ſoul is as 
appoſitan emblemyas was the conceit 
of a ſimple Clown, who bring 25kr, 
how he could apprehend the three 
lorions perſons to be bnt one? did 
t0!d his garment in three plates, and 

there- 


Or Storch, 
chereafter drew our all the three in 
ONE | 
As the herauldrie of our reaſon 
cann9t blazen the ſouls #wpreſſa;So 
cin 1t not help us to line out it's de- 
ſcent: and ſuch would appear to 
be the excellency of that noble crea- 
ture, that heaven and earth ſecm to 
contend, the which ſhall be che ptace 
of it's nativity». Divines (who are 
obliged to contend for heaven , be- 
cauſe they are it's more jmmediat 
Penſioners ) will have it to be crea- 
ted and infuſed : whereas Philoſo- 
phers ( ambitious to have {o noble 
a compatriot, and willing to gratifie 
nature, which aliments their ſublime 
meditations) contend, that it is ex 
» { fraduce,and is in generation, the bo» 
Y Il dies other twinae® And albeit ir 
/ WW would 2ppcar from Scripture, that 
s | God accompliſh'd the Creation the 
t I firſt ſeven dayes, and that nature did 
3 
C 
! 
| 


then paſs child-bearing : Yet,that,in 
my judgment, muſt be meant of the 
Creation of whole /pecies,and nor of 
individuals, and to preſs the ſouls 
& nor - 


The Virtuoſo, 
not tradaRtion ; I ſhall lend only 
' one argument, not becauſe it is the 
beſt,bur becauſe it is my own. We 
ſee, that there where the ſoul is con. 
feſs'd to be ex tradwce , as in bruicg 
' and vegetative creatures,that nature, 
as it were, with a pencil, copies the 
young from off the old. The young 
6 Lyons are {til] as rapacious and roar- 
ing as were their Syers, from whoſe 
; loyns they deſcended : and the Roſe 
being pous'd up by the ſalt nitre 
which makes it vegetative, ſpreads 

the ſame leaves, and appears with 

the ſame bluſhes or paleneſs that 

beaurified it's eye-pleafing predece(- 
ſors» The reaſon of which conti- 

nual aſlimulation, preceeds from the 

ſeeds, having in it's boſome, all theſe 

qualities and ſhapes, which appear 

thereafrer in it's larger produas, 

whereof they were bur a mappe or 

index. Whereas man reſetnbles 

never, at leaſt not oft, theſe who are 

called his parents; the vitious and 
tall farher, haviog oft low, but ver- 
-rgous children ; which ſhows, that 
72 | rhe 


or Steick, 

the ſoul of man is not derived by 
-encration,and that the ſoul beſtow- 
«d upon the ſon's body , is moſt dif- 
ferent and aflymbolick ro that which 
lodged in the farher. And this 
may be further confirmed by that 
excellent pallage, Prov. 20. 27, 
where it is ſaid,that the znderffand- 
ing of ma 3s tbe candle of the Lord. 
Our ſoul is God's Image, .and none 
can draw thac Image bur Himſelf; 
we are the ſtamp of His divine na- 
ture, and ſo can only be formed by 

Himſelf, who is the glorious Seal. 
From this divine principle, that 
man's ſoul js made after God's 
Image, I am almoſt induced to be- 
lieve, that propveſie is no miraculous 
gift beſtowed upon the ſoul at ex- 
traordinary occaſions only , bur is 
a natural (though the higheſt) per- 
feAtion of oar humane nature : For, 
if ir be natural for che ſtamp,to have 
impreſs'd upon ic all che traits rhar 
dwell upon the face of the Seal, then 
It inult be natural to the ſoul, which 
is GoC's ipreſſa, to have a faculty 
of 
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_ of foreſeeing, ſince that” is' one of 
God's tclies, Albeit I con- 
feſs,- thac that Stamp is here infinit. 
ly be-dimm'd and worn off ; as al- 
ſo,we know by experience, chat mer 
upon death-bed, when the ſoul be- 
gins(being detached by ſickneſs from 
the bodies flavery ) to aQ like it 


ſelf, do foreſee and foretell many 


remote and improbable events : and 
for the ſame reaſon do I think pre- 
ditions, by dreams, not to be extra» 
ordinary revelations, but rather the 
produRts natural of a rational ſoul, 
And if ſagacious men can be ſo ſharp- 
ſighted in this ſtate of glimmering, 
3s £0 foreſee many events which fall 
our, why may we not ſay, that man, 
if he were rehabilitat jn the former 
ſtate of pure natare, might, without 
any extraordinary affitance, foreſee 
and prophefie? For, there is not ſuch 
a diſtance detwixe thar forefight and 
prophetie , as is berwixt the two 
ftates of innocency and corruption, 
according to the received notion, 
which mea have ſettled to theme 


ſelyes_ 
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Iat 


ſelves of that primitive ſtate of in- 


nOCency» 
From the ſame principle , may it 


likewayes be deduced , that natural - 


reaſon cannot but be an. excellent 
mean, for knowing, as far as is poſ- 
fi ible, the glorious nature of God 
Almighty : He hath doubtleſs hght- 
ed this candle, that we might, by it, 
ſee Himſelf ; and how. can we bet- 
rer know the Seal, then by looking 
upon it's impreſſion. And if Re- 
ligion and it's myſteries , cannot be 
comprehended by reaſon , I confeſs 
it isa pretty jelt, to hear ſuch fre- 
quent reaſonings amongſt Church- 
men, in matters of Religion. And 
albeit fa:18h and rea/on be look'd ups- 
On as Facob and Eſan, whereof the 
younger only hath the bleſſings, and 
are, by Divines, placed art the two 
oppoſit points of the Diameter ; 
yer, npon 2n unbyaſſed inquiry , it 
will appear , that faith is but ſubli- 
mated reaſon, caicin'd by that divine 
chymical fire of Baptiſme ; and that 


the ſoul of man hath lurking i In it, 
all 


The Yirtudſo, 
all theſe vertues and faculties which 
we call Theological ; ſuch as faith, 
hope and repentance : for elſe Da- 
vid would nor have prayed , En- 
lighten, Loyd, my eyes, that I may 
ſee the wonders of thy Law; but 
rather, Lord beſtow . eyes pon 
me. Neither: could the opening of 
Lidea's heart, have been ſuthci- 
ent for her converſion, if theſe pre- 
exiſtiog qualicies had not been trea- 
ſur'd up there formerly : So that 
ic would appear, that theſe holy 
Aames lurk under the aſhes of cor- 
ruption,untill God, by the breath of 
His Spirit (and that wind which 
bloweth where ic liſteth ) ſweep 
them off: And that God, having 
once made man perfeR in 'the bl 
Creation, doth not in His regenera- 


elſe the ſoul had not at firſt been 
perfet) bur only removes all ob- 
ſtruting impediments. 
Fa Iam alwayes aſhamed, when [ 
and hear reaſon call'd che ſtep-mother 


reo{on of faith,and proclaimed rebel againſt 
(God 


ri0n ſuper-add any new faculty (for \ 


p_ pa as mn_ oa _ aa 
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God Almighty , and ſuch declared 
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eraitors, as dare harbour it,or appear - 


in ir's defence. Theſe are ſuch fools 
as they who break their Proſpeds, 
becauſe they bring not home to their 


ſight the remoteſt objeRts ; and are 
as injult as Zacob had beeo,if he bad 


divorc'd from Leeb, becauſe ſhe was . 


render-eyed : whereas, we. ſhould 
not pur out the eyes of our under- 
ſtanding, bur ſhould beg from God 


the eye-ſalve of His Spirit for their 


i{lumination- Nor ſhould we daſh - 


the ProſpeR of our reaſon, apainſt 
the rockie walls of diſpair ; bur 
ſhould rather waſh it's olafles with 
the tears of unfeigned repentance. 
Ever ſince faith and rea/on have 
been, by Divines,ſfer by the ears,the 
bruciſh mulricrude conclude , theſe 
who are molt reaſonable to be leaſt 
religious ; and the greateſt ſpirirs 
ro be lex{t ſpiricuals a conceit moſt 
inconſiſtent with that divine parable, 
wherein theie who received the ma- 
ny taler;ts improved them to the 
beſt 2dvanrage, whilſt he who had 
but 


the Firnoſs, 


 .bnt one, laid ic up in s napkins And 
It is mott improbable, that God 
would chooſe low ſhrabs, and not 
tall Cedars , for the building of His 
glorions Temple, And it is re- 
markable,thar God, in rhe old Law, 
refufed to accept the firſt born of an 
afſe in ſacrifice,but not of any other 
creature» And ſome, who were 
content to be ealfd Atheiſts, pro- 
viding they were thought, Wits, 
did take advantage in this of the 
Rables ignorance, and authorized 
by their devilich invention, what was 
at firſt bur a miftake : and this un- 


ridles to us that myſtery , why the 
greateſt Wits are moſt frequently : 


the greateſt Atheiſts. 

When I conſider, how theAngels, 
who have no bodies , ſinn'd before 
man ; and that brures , whoare all 
body, ſin not _at all, but follow the 
pure diQates of nature, I amin- 
duced to believe, that the body is 
rather injuſtly bamed for being, then 
that really it is, the occaſion of (1n ; 


and probaviy, the witty ſoul hath ”» 
Lnt3 


Or $tolck, 
this, cunningly laid over upon it's 
fellow, that wherewith it felf is 6g* 
ly to be charged. What infigerce 
can fleſh or blood' haye upon that 
which is immaterial, no more ſurc 
then the caſe hath upon che Watch, 
or the heavens upon' it's þurgefling 
Angels 2 And ſec we not,that when 
the ſoul hath bid rhe body adieu, 
it remains a carcafſe, fit nor able for 
nothing. I believe, that the body 
being a clog to it, mny flow it's pur- 
ſace after ſpiritual objects, and that 
it may occaſion, indireRtiy, ſomefins 
of omiſſion ; For, we ſee palpably, 
that eating and drinking. dulls our 
devotions ; but, I can-never under» 
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{tand, bow ſuch dumb Orators, as 


fleſh and blood, can perſwade the 
ſoul ro-commit -the leaſt fin. And 
thus,albeir our Saviour ſayes , that 
fleſh and blood did wor tearh Peter 
to pive bim bu true: E pithers ; 
neither indeed could its Yer, our 
Saviour imputes not any aRual fin 
to theſe pithleſs cauſes. And ſeing 
our firſt bn hath occaſioned all our 

after 


Cs: 
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after (inning, certainly , that which 
occaſioned our firſt fin was the main 
ſource of (inning, and this w:; 
doubtleſs the ſoul; for:, our fir 
ſin being an immoderat deſire of 
knowledge, was the efteR and pro- 
du of our ſpirit, becauſe it was i} | 
ſpiritual fin 5 whereas if ic had been 
gluttony, luſt or ſuch like, which a 
ſeems corporeal , the body had bean Nd « 
more to have been blamed for it, :] 
And in this conteſt, I am of opinion, Þ ri 
chat the ſeu! wins the cauſe, becauſe 
It is the beſt Ocator. 


The - What was the occaſion of the 
all of firſt ill, is much debated {and moſt 

iraf deſervedly) amongſt Mor3lifts ; for, 
6 that which was good could not pro- 


duce that which was evil, ſeing tha cc 
which works miſchief cannot be cal-M it 
led good. ' Nor can we aſcribe ch er 
efficiency of the ficſt evil to evil: fr 


for then the queſtion recurtes, what to 

was the canſe of that evil> And th 

by this, the ſuppoſition is likewiſe Þc 

deſtroyed, whereby the evil gary th 
. arte 


or Stoick, © 
aſter, is ſuppoſed:to be the firſt evil : 
butzif we enquire, what could pro- 
5 duce in-the Angels that firſt fin, 
& © whereby they forfeited their glory ? 
of | we will ftnd this diſquifitioa moſt 
0- | myſterious. And ir is commonly be- 
81 liev'd, but by what revelation Tknow 
© © not,that their pride cauſ'd their fall; 
<<} and that they catcht their bruiſe in 
<0 climbing, in deſiring to be <£qual to 
it their Creator, they are become infe- 
», WW rior to all their fellow creatures. 
Yer, this ſeems to me moſt ſtrange, 
that theſe excellent ſpirirs whoſe 
very ſubſtance was light , and who 
ſurpaſſed far, man, in capacity and 
underſtanding, ſhould bave ſoerr'd 
as to imagine, that equality faiſable, 
a fancy which the fondeſt of men 
could not bave entertained. And 
It were improbable to ſay, that their 
error could have ſprouted at firſt 
from their underſtandnging ; and 
to think it to have been ſo groſs, zs$ 
that fallen man doth now admire it: 
bat, why may we not rather think, 
that their firſt error was rather a 
: . cro0k- 
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crookedheſs in their will, then a 
blindneſs in their judgment , and 
that they fretted to ſee min, whom 
they knew to be inferiour to them- 
ſelves by many ſtages; made Lord of Ill P 


all char 'pleaſant Creation , which t 
they gazed on with a ſtareing maze. b 
And that this opinion is more pro- ill © 
bable,appears, becauſe this Sin was Fe 
the far more bating, ſeing it appear- I " 
ed with all the charmes, wherewith I © 
either pride, vanity or avarice could I 
busk it; and explicats better to us p 
the occaſion of all that enmity with Gi 
which that Serpent hath alwayes | 
fiace purſued filly mar: Bur, whi- : 
ther God will ſave juſt as many be- 
lievers as there fell of the Angels, 1 
none can determine ; neither can 1t lk 


be rationally deduced from that 
Scripture, Statwitrerminos pentium, 
juxta numerum eAngelorum Dei, 
But, if it pleaſe Gol ſo to order it, 
it will doubtleſs aggrage their pu- 
niſhment,by rackling their diſdain. 
And ſeing the Angels have never 
obtained a remiſſion for this crime, 
if 
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it is probable , that the correſpon? 
dent of their fin is, in us, ghe fin 
againſt the holy Ghoſt, | The 


For , if their lapſe had been ſin of 
pardooable, ſome one or other of * po 
them had in all probability eſcap'd ; ,.j, 
but, if this was not that unpardo- was 


found. For,to ſay that itis a hate- /", «- 
ing of God, as God, is to make it - "Ui 
unpracticable rather then; unpardo- joy 
nable : For,. all creatures appete na- Ghoſt 
turally what 1s good, and God, as 
God, is good ; So that it is impoſ- 

fible that He can be hated under 

that reduplication. 


It may be likewiſe conjeured, 
that voluntar and deliberate ſacri- 
ledge is the fin againſt the holy 
Ghoſt ; becauſe A4nerias and $4- 
phira, in with-holding from the 
Churchza part of the price for which 
they ſold their lands, are, by Peter, 
laid to have lied, not to man, but to 
the holy Ghoſt ; and his wife is 
there ſaid to have - a the Spi- 

rite 


= rig bat, ſeing both of them reſol- 
ved tocontinue in the Church ( a 


reſolution inconſiſtent with the fin 


againſt the holy Ghoſt) And ſeing 
many (ins are more heinous, I can- 
not interpret this lying to the holy 
Ghoſt to be any thing elſe, but s 
fin againſt light, in which moſt pegi- 
tents have been involved ; albeit, I 
confeſs, this was a groſs eſcape, ſeing 
it rob'd God of His omniſciency, 
and ſuppoſed that He was not privy 
to ſuch humane aftings as have not 
the Sun for * witneſs: I do then 
conclude, that the fin againſt rhe ho- 
ly Ghoſt may rather be a reſolute 
undervaluing of God, and a ſcor- 
ning to receive a-pardon from Him : 
' and this is chat which makes the 
Angels fall irrecoverable,and like the 
flaming fword, defends them from 
their re-entry into 'that Paradiſe 
from which they exile. And albeit 
to ſay, that the Angels rebellion 
flows from God's deaying them re- 
pentance , may fnie abundantly well 
with His unftainable juſtice ; yer, 
| it 
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ie is hard co reconcile it with 
his mercy. And this makes my 


private judgment place the unpar- 


donableneſs of chis fin, not in God's 
Decree, but in their obduracion 
and rebellious impenitency : And 
the reaſon why theſe who commie 
this (fic are never pardoned , is,' be- 
cauſe a pardon is never fought, That 
place of Scripture , wherein E/as is 
faid to have ſought the blefliog with 
tears and not to have found it, afto= 
niſhes me : Yet, Ibelieve, chatif 
his tears had ftreamed from a fenſe 
of bis guilt- more then of his pu- 
niſhmenr, doubtleſs he had not 
weeprt in vain ; and in that he rear'd, 
he was no more to be pitied, far-leſs 
pardoned, then a Malefator, who, 
upon the fcaffold , pranrs fome fey 
tears to the importunity of his ror- 
rures, but fcornes to.acknowledge 
the guite of his crime : for,pein, by 
contratting our bedies, ftirains out 
that liquid mater which thereafter 
globs it ſelf in tears ; there could 
$ome no holy water from the pagan 

K 2 font 


1;r 


— . 1 


23S 


The Virtuoſo, 
font of E/aw's eyes ; andif his re- 
morſe could have pierc'd his own 
heart, it had eafily pierc'd heaven» 
Whilſt others admire , I bleſs God, 
that He hath cloſed up the know- 
ledge of that unpardonable fin un- 
der his own privy Seal : for, ſeing 
Sathan tempts me to fin with the 
hopes of an after-pardon , this bait 
is pull'd off his hook, by the fear I 
ſtand under, that the fin to which I 
am tempted, is that fin which can 
expe&t no pardon. *And albeit it 
be cuſtomary amongſt men , to 
beacon and fet a mark upon ſuch 
ſhelves and rocks as deſtroy paſlen- 
gers ; yet, that is only done where 
commerce 1s allowed and failing ne- 
ceflar : But, ſeifg all fin is forbid- 
den, God was not obliged to guard 
ns with the knowledge of that fin, 
no further then by prohibiting us 
not to fin, but to ſtand in awe. 


That 
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That firſt fin whereby our firſt 9;nn* 


Parents forfeted their primitive ex- 
cellencies , was fo pitifull a frailty, 
that I think we ſhould rather la- 
ment , then enquire afrer it. To 
think that an aple had in it the 
ſeeds of all knowledge, or that it 
could aſſimulate him to his Creator, 
and could, in an inſtant, ſublimare 
his nature, was a fraiſty to be ad- 


-mired in one of his piety and know- 


ledge. Yet, I admire not that the 
breach of ſo mean a Precept was 
puniſh'd with ſuch appearing rigor, 
cnn the eaſter the command 
was, the contempt was proportio- 
nally rhe greater; and the firſt crimes 
are & Legiſlators puniſhed, not on- 
ly for guilt, but for example : But, 

I rather admire what could per- 
pA the facile world to believe, 
that Adam was created, not only 
innocent, but even ſtored with all 
humane knowledge: Fer, beſides 
K 3 tha Th 
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that, we have no warrand from 
Scripture for this alleadgiance, 
this his eafie eſcape ſpeaketh far 
orherwayes: 

And albeit the Scripture tells 
as , that man was created perfeQ ; 
. yer, that inferres not that man 
was farniſhed with all humane 
knowledge : For, his perfeQtion 
confilted in his adoring of, and 
depending upon, God, wherein we 
ſee theſe are exateſt, whoſe judpe- 
ments are leaſt peſtered with rer- 
reſtrial knowledge, and leaſt divert- 
ed with unneceſſar ſpeculations. 
And thus it appears, that theſe Scien- 
ces, after which his poſterity pants, 
were not intended as noble appana- 
ges of the rational ſou], bur are ra- 
ther royiſh bibies busk*c up by fal'a 
man , whereby he diverts himſelf 
from reflefing roo narrowly upon 
his native frailty. And thus Sctip- 
cure tells us, that God made man 
perfeft, but that He ſought ont to 
Himſelf many inventions , where 
perfeRion and invention ſcem to be 
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ſtated as enemies ; and it is palpable, 
that theſe Sciences, which are by us 
lawrel'd and rewarded, are ſuch, as 
were inconſiſtent with that ſtate of 
innocency , ſuch as Law, Theology 
and Phyfick, And as for thereſt, 
it is 2b{bur'd to think , that Adaws 
happineſs did conſiſt in the know- 
ledge of theſe things which we our 
ſelves account either impertinent or 
ſuperfluous. Bur, that which con- 
vinces me moſt of this, is, that we 
forfeited nothing by Adam's fall 
which Chriſt's death reſtores not 
tous ; wherefore, ſcing Chriſt by 
his own , or his Apoſtles promiſes, 
hath not afſuxed us of any ſub-ln- 
nary or ſchooi knowledge; nor hath 
our experience tavght ns , thar 
Sciences are entailed npon theSaints, 
I a|moſt believe, that Adam neither 
poſleſt rheſe before, nor yet loft 
them by his fall. Neither think 1 
St. Parl the more imperfet, rhar 
he defired ro know nothing but 
Chriſt and Him crucificd : So that 
the difterence betiwixt Adam ol 
is 
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his ſucceſſors, ſtood more in the 
ſraightneſs of his affeRions , then 
in che depth of his knowledge. For, 
albcit ir be believed, that the names 
whereby he baptiſed the creature, 
were full hiſtories of their natures 
written in ſhort hand ; yet, this is 
but a conjeQure authorized by no 
holy Text. Ir is a more civil error 
in the jewiſh Talmudiſts , to think 
that all the creatures were brought 
to Adam, to let him ſee that there 
were none amongſt them fic to be 
his companion, nor none ſo beauti- 
full as Eve, the it is in their Caba- 
liſts to obſerve, that the hebrew 
word, figaifying 924», doth, by a 
tranſpoſition of letters, ſignifte Jike- 
wayes, beneditFion, and the word 
fGgnifying women, makes up male: 
diftion, Tf we ſhould take a 
charater of «444»!'s knowledge 
from the Scriptures, we ſhall find 
more imprudence charged upon him 
then upon any of his ſucceſſors : 
For,albeir the filly woman was not 
deceived without the help. of ſab- 
tity, 
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tilty; yet, e Adam (inned upon 2 
bare ſuggeſtion, and thereafter was 
ſo ſimple, as to hide himſelf when 
God called him to an account, as if 
a thicket of trees could have ſcon- 
ced him from his all-ſeeing Maker ; 
and when he was accuſed , was ſo 
ſimple, as to think his wives com- 
mands ſufficient ro exoner him, 
and ſo abſurd, as to make Gad 
Himſelf (harer with him in his 
guilt, the woman whom thou gaveſt 

me, &c, | 
There is more charm in acquire- 
iog new knowledge, then.in refle- 
ing upon what we have already 
gain'd, (as if the ſpecies of known 
objeRs did corrupt, by being tres- 
ſur'd up in our brains) And .this 
induces me to believe, that our 
ſcanrneſs of native knowledge, is 
rather a happineſs then a puniſh» 
ment ; the Citizens of Londox Or 
Pars are not {o tickled by che fighe 
of theſe ſtarely Ciries , as ſtrangers 
who were not born within their 
walls, and I may fay co ſuch, as by 
ſpeiling 
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ſpelling the Starres defire to read 


the fortunes of others, as our Sa- 
viour ſaid tro Perer, when be was 


defirous to know the horoſcope of 


the beloved Apoſtle, hat 5s that 
go chee? What can it advantage us 
to know the correſpondence kept 


amonglt rhe Planers, and to under- 


ſtand the whole anatomy of na- 
tures Skeleton ; in pazing upon 
whoſe parts, - we are off timhes as ri- 
dicalous as children, who love to 
leaf over taliduce PiQures ; for in 
both variety is all che uſury that can 
be expected, as the return of our 
time and pains ; and if we pry inly 
into this ſmall maſs of our preſent 
knowledge, we ſhall find , that our 
knowledge is one of the fertile 
fountains of our miſery: For, do 
not ſach as know that they are ſick, 
groan more heavily then a countrey 
Clown, who apprehends nothing 
eill extremity creat in him ſome 
ſenſe? And doubtleſs the reaſon 
why children and idiots endure 
more, 'and drunken men eſcape mo 
dangers 
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dangers then others,is,becauſe albeit 
chey cannot provide ſuch apr reme- 
dies » yet, they are leſs acquainted 
with what they feel rhen we are, 
Are not theſe who underſtand that 
they are affronted , more vex'd then 
ſuch as are ignorant of theſe miſ- 
fortunes? and theſe who foreſee 
the changes and revolutions , which 
are to befall either theic friends or 
their countries, are thereby more 
ſadly diſeaſed, then he who ſees no 
further then his noſe? Our Sa- 
viour wept when He did foreſee, 
that one ſtone of fer=/alem ſhould 
not be left upon another; and when 
Haz ael askrt Eliſha why he wept, 
he told him, it was becauſe he did 
foreſce what miſchief Hazae! was 
to do in I(rael, Let us not then 
complain of the {oſs of «Adam's 
knowledge , but of his innocency ; 
we know enough ro fave us, and 
what is more then thar, is ſoper- 
fluons, 

Adam cannot be thought to have 
been the firſt ſinner , for Eve ſinned 
' before 
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before him ; So that albeit it ſeen 
a paradox, yet it is molt probable, 
that albeit Adam had for ever ab-i 
ſtained from eating the forbiddey 
fruit , his poſterity had been till 
miſerable as now they are ; ſing i 
the guilt of either of the Parents 
| had been ſufficient to taſh the inno- 
cency of the children» For, as the 
Scripture tells us , who can bring 
a clean thing one of an unclean} 
And David, in that Text, which of 
all others ſpeaks moſt expreſsly of 
Original fin, layes the gwilt upon her c 
and confeſſeth only, that his mother p 
had conceived him in fin, W 
As Adam was not the firſt fioner, 
So the eating of the aple may bc 
jaftly choughe not to be the fick 
fin ; Eve haviog , before his cating 
the aple , repeaced molt falſely rhe 
Command : For, whereas God did T 
aſſure them, that in that day they 
did eat the fruit, they ſhould (urely 
are, Everelates it thus, Te ſhall not F 
eat the fruit, leafs ye ate, repreſen- he 
ting only that as contingent which 
was 
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13s moſt certain : and whereas God 
:d only ſaid, ye ſhall not eat of the 
ſruit of the tree, Eve (ayes, God 
aid, ye fhall not touch it ;, which it 
my be faroiſh'd the ſerpent this ar- 
-ument to cheat her, ye ſee God 
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hath deceived you, for the fruit may. - 


| "be touched without danger , why 


may it. not thea be eaten without 


- "hazard ? andr is probable, that he 


hath failed in the one as well avin 
the other. Bur to abſtraRt from this, 
jt cannot be ſaid , that the eating of 
the forbidden fruit was the firſt 
fin ; for, before Adam did cat there- 
of, he behoved both to believe the 
Serpent and miſ-believe his Maker, 
and thus m5/-belcef was the firſt 
fin : For, after he had credited the 
Serpents report ,.he was no longer 
innocent, and ſo he did nor ear the 
aple till after his fall. What wiſer 
are theſe Divines, who debate, whi- 
ther Adams falling«fickneſs and fin 
had become heriditarie , if our pre- 
deceſſors had come out of his loins 
before he fin*d,then theſe who xa 
te 
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bated for the largeſt ſhare of the 
. King of Spains gold, if it had beg 
£o be devided? 

In the Almighties procedure 
ap3inſt poor A4azs for this crime, 
His infinite mercy appears to admi. 
ration ; and God foreſeeing , thu 
man might (harpen the ax of juſtice 
roo much upon the whert-itone of 
private revenge, ſeems co have, in 
this proceſs,formed to him, an exad 
model of inquiſition. For, He ar- 
raigns and cites eAdam, Adam, 
Where art thos ? He ſhews him his 
dictay, Haſt thox eat of the fruit 
Whereof I commanded thee that thos 
ſhouldff not eat ?. He allows hin 
exculpation, bo told thee? and in 
order thereto ,.did examine the wo- 
manupon whom Adam did transfer 
the guilt. And albeit nothing could 
eſcape His omniſciency,and that He 
eid ſce Adam eat the aple, yer, to 
reach} udges that they ſhould walk 
according towhat is proven,and not ND 
according to what they are them- IP" 
ſelves conſcious to; He did -not 
condemn 


© Oy Stoieh, 
th condemh him ill firſt he Chould 
zecell have 2 confeflion from his own 
mouth. And thus, Gen. 18. 21. 
the Lord ſayes , Becauſe the cry of 
Sodom is great——1 will go down 
milf] 414 ſer whether they have done ale 
roghiher according to the cry @ 
it, &c, And in thelaſt place, albeir 
the facal decree did bear, in that day 
that thou cateft thereof, thou ſhalt 
[ur ely die, yer, were his dayes pro- 
longed a hundred and thirty years 
after the ſin was committed. 

It is too curious 2 diſquiliricn to 
enquire how God ean be ſaid to be 
mercifull , mercy being the mitiga- 
tion of juſtice, of: which His pure 
nature caonort be capable , ſeing 
whatever He wills is juſt: And ſo 
He cannot be thought in any thing 
which He wills to recede from 
juſtice, and ſo can no more proper- 
ly be ſaid to be mercifull , then one 
AR can be both the Law and the 
mitigation of the Law. But I will 
preſs no point of this nature, knows 
ing that humble modeſty is the beft 
Theology. AD ent The 
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The The watican of paganiſm can: 
Fuleof not,for the male-neſs of it's ſtile, 
neſs. Patch chat marchleſs Book of Ge- 
'_ meſes, whereof each ſentence ſeems x 
quarry of rich meditations, and each 
word a ſpel} , ſufficient co conjure 
the devil of Delphos. Might not 
that excellent expreſſion, Le# 
make man after ogr image,convince 
any of the b:ing of a Trinity, who 
deny plurality of Gods. Ir is won- 
derfull, chat the Saturn-humour'd 
Jew can,in this Paſſage,miſ- take his 
own Saviour ; and it is ſtrange that 
he (hould nor, from the triangular 
archicefure of his own heart, con- 
clude the Trinity of the God- head, 
whoſe temple it was appointed to 
be. . Albeit I be an zdmirer of this 
nurſe of Cabaliſm ; yet, I approve 
not the conceit of theſe doting 
Rabbies, who teach, that God from 
His own. month, dited both the 
words and mater of the Pentatench; 
whereas, He furniſh'd only to the 
other Prophets the mater and oh 
0:14 Je 
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je& unphraſed : for , not only did . 
God- promiſe , that He (hould.put 
* | His words in their mouths, but like- 
\ | wayes, they preface thus their 6wn 
» | propheſies, In the dayes of ſuch a 
King, the Word of the Lord catne 
ro ſuch a Propher,ſaying, &c. Nei- 
;; | thberis this conceic conſiſtent with 
that high eſteem, which they, (even 
in this ) intend for their patron, 
Atoſes ; ſeing it allows him Teſs 
truſt from his divine Maſter , then 
the ether Pen- men of Scripture had 
repoſed in them. | 

That brain hath too little pi 994- z37by 
ter,that is roo curious to know why man 
God, who evidences ſo great a defireſt#- 
to ſave poor man, and is ſo power- 
El full, as thar his ſalvation needed ne- 
ver have run the hazard,if His infinie 
wiſdom had ſo decree*d, did yer ſuf- 
fer him to fall : For,if we enter once” 
the liſts of that debate, our reaſon 
is to0 weak to bear 'the burden of 
ſo great a difficalty, And albeit ic 
may be anſwered, that God might 
have reſtrained man, but that re- 
L ſtraiar 
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fraint did not ſtand with the free: 
dom of mans will which God had 
beſtowed upon him ; yer , this an- 
ſwer ſtops not the mouth of the 
difficulty. For certainly , if one 
ſhould detain a mad man from run- 
ning over a precipice , he could not 
be thereby ſaid to have wronged his 
liberty : and ſeing man is by many 
Divines allowed a freedom of will, 
albeit he muſt of neceſſity do what 
is evil, and that his freedom is ſaly*d 
by a liberty to chooſe only one of 
moe evils , it would appear ſtrange 
why his liberty might not have con- 
 fiſted wellenough with a moral im- 
poſſibility of finning, and might not 
have been abundantly conſerved in 
his freedom to chooſe ene of moe 
]00ds : yer,thele reaſonings are the 
calling God to an account , and ſs 
 impious. For, if God had firſt 
created man, ſurrounded with our 
preſent infirmities , could we have 
complained > Why then ſhould we 
now complain, ſeing we are but faln 
to a better eſtate then we deſerved ; 

ſcing 
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ſeing we tumbled not for want of 
light, but becauſe we extinguiſh'd 
our own light, and ſeing our Savi- 
ours dying for vs may vet re-inſtate 
us in a happier eltate then that from 
which we are now faln. þ 

Albeit the glaſs of my years hath 
not yet turn'd five and twenty , yet 
the curiolity I have to know the 
different 1:-0b0*s of departed ſouls 
and to view the card of the region 
of death, would give me abundance 
of courage to encounter this king 
of terrors, though 1 were a pagan 3 
But, when I conſider what joyes are 
prepared for them who fear the Al- 
mighty, and what crazineſs attends 
ſuch as {lcep in*fethu/elams cradle, 
I pity them who make /ong-/sfe one 
of the ofteſt repeated petitions of 
their Pater neſter ; and yer theſe 
ſure are the more advanc'd. in folly, 
who deſire to have their names en- 
ſhrin'd after death in the airy mo» 
nument of fazze : Whereas it is one 
of the promiſes made to the Ele, 
that they ſpall reft from their la- 

L 2 pours, 
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honrs, and their works ſhall follow 
them, Moſt mens mouths are ſo foul, 
char it is a puniſhment to be much 
in them : for my own part, I defire 
the ſame good offices from my good 
name that I do from my cloaths, 
which is to skreen me from the vio. 
lence of exteriour accidents” _ 
As theſe Criminals might be 
judg'd diſtrated , who being con» 
demned to die, would ſpend their 
ſhore reprcival in diſputing about the 
 fituation and fabrick of their gib- 
bers ; So may I juſtly think theſe 
literati mad , who ſpend the ſhort 
time allotted them for repentance, 
in debating about the ſear of hell, 
and the rorments of cortur'd ſpirits. 
To ſatisfie my curioſitie, I was once 
reſoly'd, with the Platonick, to take 
the promiſe of ſome dying friend, 
that he ſhonld return and ſatisfic 
me in all my private doubts concer- 
ning hell and heaven ; yer I was 
juſtly afraid, that he might have re- 
rurn'd me the ſame anſwer which 
Abraham return'd to Dives, heve 
at 
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they not Moſes and the Prophets >. 
if they bear not them wherefore will 

they be perſwaded thengh one ſhould 

riſe from the dead? 


The M4illenar*s ephimerides, which rhe 
aſſures vs, that Chriſt ſhall reign a Mil- 
thouſand years with the Saints on **22* 
earth, is 2s ſebſual an opinion as that, 
of the T#rks, who make heaven a (4, 
bordell, wherein we (ball ſatisfie our 
venerious appetites ; 'for the one 
ſhews the vain glory and  vindiQive 
humour of the Sajnts, as palpably as 
the other ſhews the luſt of the Ma- 
humetans-If Chriſts reigning ſom a- 
ny years befor cohvincing the world 
that he is the real eſiah, their 
herefie ſhould have ante-dated his * 
coming ; and his reign thould rather 
have begun long ſince, when many 
apes were to be converted, or at leaſt 
it ſhould not have been thruſt eut 
upon the ſelvage and border of time, 
when very few ſhall remain to be 
convinc'd:and if in this they intend a 
diſplaying of Chriſts glory, certain- 
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ly theyare miſtaken;for what honour 
can it be for a King,to have his foot- 
ſtool made his Throne > So that I 
think, theſe poor Phanaticks have 
taken the patronage of this error 
rather by neceſſity then choice, all 
other opinions and conceits being 
formerly pre-ingaged to other Au- 
thors. 


The As I am not able, by the 7acobs- 
eAu- ladder of my merits, to ſcale hea- 
_— ven, So am I leſs able,by the 7acobs- 
ſure ſtaffe of my privare ablliry, to take 
ef thi up the true altitude of its myſteries. 
BJ, I have travelld no farther in Theo- 
nr 4c. 108y then a Sabbath-dajes journey ; 
cou And therefore , it were arrogance in 
of bis me to offer 2 map of it to the cre- 
defen dulons world : But, if I were wor- 
thy to be conſulted in theſe ſpiri- 
tual jecurities, I ſhould adviſe every 
private Chriſtian, rather to ſtay (till 
1a the barge of the Church with the 
other Diſciples,then by an ill bridled 
zeal, to hazard crowning alone with 
Peter, by offering to walk upon the 
unſtable 
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and water-weak fancies, though 


with a pious reſolution to meet our 


Saviour. For , albeit one may be a 
real Chriſtian, and yet difler from 
the Church, whick ſayes , that the 
wiſe men who come to bow before 
our Saviours cradle-throne, - were 
three Kings, andin ſuch other opt- 
nions as theſe, wherein the funda« 
mentals of faith and quiet of the 
Church are no wayes concerned ; 
yet certainly , be were no wiſe man 
himſeif,nor yet ſound Chriſtian, who 
would not even in theſe bow. the 
flag of his private opinion to the 
commands of the Church. The 
Church is our mother,and therefore 
we ſhould wed no opinion without 
her conſent who is our parent'; or-if 
we have raſhly wedded any , it is in 
the power of theChnrch andherOf- 
ficials ro grant us a divorce. As for 
my ſelf, my vanity never prompted 
me to be ſtandard-bearer to any, 
cirher new Sect, or old Herelte ; and 
I pity ſuch as love to live like Pew-* 
Keepers 


v5n 
unſtable ſarface of his own fleeting | 
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keepers in the houſe of God, buſied 


in ſeating others, without ever pro- 
_ viding a- room for themſelves. * If 
there be any thing in this Diſcourſe 
which may offend ſuch as are really 
pious, it (hall much grieve me, who 
above all men honours them moſt. 
What I have ſpoken againſt caſes 
of Conſcience and the like, ſtrikes 
not againſt their Chriſtian fellow- 
ſhip and correſpondence, but againſt 
the apiſh fopperies of prentending 
counterfeits. It ſhall alwayes be my 
endeayour for the future, rather to 
drop tears for my-own (ins and the 
fins of others, then yrk for their 
converſion? our prayers help ſuch 
as never heard them, whereas theſe 
only who-read. our diſcourſes are 
better'd by them. Abrabamws pray- 
ers prevailed more with God ( even 
for Sodom ) then Lot's re-iterated 
Sermons ; and no wonder that the 
ſucceſs be unequal, ſeing in the one 
we have to do with a merciful! God, 
whereas in the other we muſt per- 
ſwade a hard-hearted people. 
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T intend not to purchaſe from 
poſterity the title of Reformer, ſe- 
ing molt of theſe have faln under 
the ſame guilt; and have had the 
ſame fate, with that curious Painter, 
who having drawn an excellent face, 
2s happily as conld have been- ex- 
peed from the ſmootheſt mirrour, 
did thereafter daſh it afreſh upon 
the ſuggeſtion of each intrant, till 
at laſt he reformed it from being any 
way like to the Original. 

Divinity differs in this from all 
other Sciences, that theſe being in- 
vented by mortals, receive growth 
from'time and experience ; where- 
39,it being penn'd by the omniſcient 
Spirit of God, can receive no addi= 
tion without ” receiving prejudice. 
It is moſt remarkable, that our Sa» 
viours Prayers, His Sermons and the 
Creed, delivered to us by His Apa- 
ſtles, were roomed up in farr nar- 
rower bounds then theſe of our 
times, which an hidrophie of ill- con» 
coed opinions hath ſwell'd beyond 
their true dimenſions: many —_— 
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ſoly*d-upon principles, have been 
forc*d to afſere theſe by-blow and 
preter-intentional rexets ; and hay- 
ing once floored them , have there- 
after jadg'd themſelves concerned 
ro defend them, in point of Schola- 
Nick honour. Some weli- -meaning 
Chriſtians likewayes, do ſometimes, 
for maintenance of what is lawfall 
and pious,think, that they may law- 
fally advance opinions, which other- 
wayes they would never have al- 
lowed of ; and as in nature we ſee, 
that the collifion of two hard bodies 
makes them rebound ſo much the 
farther from one another, So oppo- 
fition makes both parties fly into ex- 
rremeties. Thus I believe, that the 
debates berwixt Roman-cathelicks 
and Proteftants,concerning the Vir- 
ein A4ary, have occafion'd, in ſome 
amongſt both, expreſſions, if not he» 
reticall, yet aleaſt undecent. Thus a 
oreat 


of have either been brooded by va- 
#ity or sx#tereſs ; or elſe ignorant and 
violent defendents being brought to 
a bay, by ſuch as impugn'd their re- 


or: Storck, 
great many Confeſſions of Faith be= 
come, like Noabs Ark,a receptacle of 
clean and unclean ;:znd which is alſo 
deplorable,they do, like ordinar dy- 
als, ſerve only for uſe in that one me- 
ridian for waich they are calculated, 
and by riding twenty miles ye make 
them heterodox. I ſpeak not this 
to the diſparagement of our own 
Church, ( which I reverence ia all 
it's Precepts and PraQices ) .but to 
beget a bluſhing conviction in ſuch 
as have diverted from it ; and whoſe 
conventicles, compared with our 7e- 
r#ſalem, reſemble only the removed 
hurs of theſe who live a part , be- 
cauſe they are ſick of the plague. 

I am not at a maze, to ſee men ſo 
tenacious of contrary principles in 
Religion ; for, man's thoughts be- 
ing vaſt and various , he ſnatches at 
every offered ſuggeſtion, and if by 
accident he entertain any of theſe 
many,as a divine jymmiſſion, he there- 
after-thinks it were blaſphemy to 
bring that thought to the teſt of 
reaſon , becauſe he hears chat f4ith 

is 
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is above 7eaſon, or to relifiquiſh it) [| 


becauſe the common ſuffrage of his 
Country runs it counter, ſeing he is 
taught even by them, that the prin- 
ciples of belief muſt not be choſen 
by the Pole. 

And ſeing feith is above reaſon, 
(albeit, as I ſaid formerly , it would 
' ſeem otherwiſe ) I wonder not to 
ſee even the beſt temper'd Chrifti- 
ans, think that which is not their 
own religion to be therefore ridi- 
culons. - 

My deſign all alongſt this Difſ- 
courſe, butts at this one principle, 
that Speculations in Religion'are 
*ot ſo neceſſary, and are more dan- 
gerous then ſincere Prattice, Tt is 
in Religion as in Herauldry, the 
ſimpler the bearing be, iris ſo much 
the purer and the ancienter. IT will 
not ſay that our School-diſtin&ions 
are the . impreſsions of the devils 
cloven foot; bur 1 may ſay , that 
our piety and principles ſcarce ever 
grow after they begin to fork in 
ſuch dichotomies ; which, like Fs 
- an 
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and Eſan, divide and jar as ſoon 2s 
they are born : and betwixt whom, 

is | the poor propokition , out of which 

n= {| both did ſpring, is like a malefaRtor, 

en | moſt nenrably drag*d to pieces. 

I have endeavoured co demonſtrat, 
that dogmaticalneſs and paralitick 
ſcepticiſme, are but the Apocryphe 
of true Religion ; and I believe the 

one begers the other,as a toad begets 

a cockatrice « For the Sceptick per- 
ceiving , that the magiſterial dog- 
matilt erres ( as theſe muſt erre. 
ſomewhere who afſere too much ) 
even in theſe things whereof he af- 
firms, he is as ſure,as of any principle 

in Religion, ( which is their ordi= 
nary ſtile) he finding out their er- 

ror in vne of their principles, is 
thereby emboidned tt contraverrt all. 
This Os the ſcope of this Eſſay, 

I wiſh that theſe who read it would 
expound it as Divines do parables, 
ue non [unt argumentative ul- 

Ira ſunum ſcopum. 

in || I doubt not bn ſome will think me f, =. 
ob J £0 leſs abſurd in writing againſt va- jogy, 
nd nity, 
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were judged of old, for denying motion 
whilſt their tongues moy'd ini their 
cheek ; but, to theſe my anſwer (hall 
be , that finding many grovelling in 
their errors, I have; in this Eflay, prof- 
fer'd them my aſſiſtance , not to fhey 
my ſtrength but my compaſſion. The 
multitude ( which albeit ic hath ever 
been allowed many heads, yet was ne» 
ver allowed any brains) will doubt- 
leſs accuſe my Studies of adultery, fort 
hugging contemplations ſo excentrick 
ro my employment ; to theſe my re- 
eurn is, that theſe papers are but the 
pairings of my other Studies, and be- 
cauſe they were bur pairings, I have 
Aung them out into the ſtreets. 1 
wrote them in my retirements when 
I wanted both books and employ- 
ment , and I refolve that this (hall be 
the laſt inroad I ſhall ever make into 
forreign contemplations. There arc 
ſome thoughts in this Peece which 
may ſeem to rebell againſt che empire 
of the Schools ; yet, who knows but 
my Watch goes right , albeit 1t agree 
not with the publick Clock of che 
City,eſpecially where the ſun of Righ- 
tequſneſs hath nort,by pointing cear'y 
ie 


nity, whilſt Iam ſo vain my ſelf as to 
write Books , then the Philoſophers 
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thedyal of Faith, ſhewed which of 


the ewo are in the error. There are 


ſome expreſſions in it, which cenſure 


may force to ſpeak otherwayes then 
they have in commiſlion ; yer none 
of them got room in this Diſcourſe, 
untill they firſt gave .an account of 
their deſign to a moſt pious and lear- 
ned Divine : and ſo,it may bethe lines 
are of themſelves Aireight , albeit they 
lye not parallel with each cenſurers 
crooked rule. As this Diſcourſe in- 
tends, for the Divines of our Church, 
all reſpet; So all that is in it, is moſt 
freely ſubmitted to their cenſure. 


The Author intended this Diſcourſe only 
asan introduttion to the: Stoicks mo= 
rals, hut probably, be will, for many . 
years, ſtop bere. 


» Id 
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Blurres in the Copy and the Authors ab- 
ſence occafioned theſe errata's, which 
muſt be helped: before reading, ſeing 


they deſtroy both the ſenſe and ſoundneſs 
of the Diſcourle. 


N the Preface, þ. 2.'l, 4. for Prophet , tead 
L fehonadab: p.g. f. Taps r. Tops. p. 15,1. 7. 
add ſome before Epiſcopiſis and Presbyterians, 
Pp. 16. L, 4. foallr. almoſt ell. 
' In the Book, þ. 24-1. 16. f. bath no, r. ſcems 
' #0 bave no.p.26. 1. 18, f, % but aconceit,r. (cems but 
& Conccit, p. 35-13. f. commnual r« extraordinar. 
p. 58. L. 19, f. trjiumphany,r. militant, p. 63-1. 22. 
f. ever diy, r. few bave. f. 73.1. 10. f, exeremen- 
tilius, 't, exerementivius. P. 74. 1. 17. fo an alle- 
gory, &c, r. that there run meny hid allegorie: ſrom 
Geneſis to Johns Reyelattons, wherein the my- 
flical-(enſe deſerves likewayes the uame of Gods 
Word. Þ. $5.1.8. add , yet this is but @ ſopbiſme ; 
fer , ſetng our bodies are-the temples of the boly 
" Ghoſt, we can 10 mare"beſtow them upon ſuch uſes, 
then a Church-warden can give the uſe of ihe Church 
to Taverners. f. 85. 1,-13, -f, thundered from 
mount Sinai, r. delivered in almoſt one context 
with that Law which was thundred from mount 
Sinai. Þ. 12 l. 22. f. an unbyaſſed enquiry it will 
appear , re upoz an (uperficial enquiry it would dp= 
pears By the Laws of bk C PURTEY,P- 57% and clic 
wherexhbe Author means, that Religion which i 
{eiled'by Law. bo + 
' Tnother expreſſions, the Author recommends 
himſelf tothe gloſs of the readers charity. 
'FINI>S 


